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CAMPUS PHONE NUMBERS 

ALKEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 830-796-6223 

HILL COUNTRY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 830-535-6151 

BANDERA MIDDLE SCHOOL 830-796-6270 

BANDERA HIGH SCHOOL 830-796-6254 

ALTERNATIVE PLACEMENT (AEP) 830-796-6242 

DISTRICT PHONE NUMBERS 

BUSINESS OFFICE 830-796-6201 

CENTRAL OFFICE 830-796-3313 

COMMUNICATIONS 830-796-6300 

FAMILY CENTER 830-796-6272 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS 830-796-6300 

HUMAN RESOURCES 830-796-6250 

MAINTENANCE 830-796-6212 

SCHOOL NUTRITION SERVICES 830-796-6294 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 830-796-6210 

SUPERINTENDENTôS OFFICE 830-786-3313 

TECHNOLOGY 830-796-6296 

TRANSPORTATION 830-796-6217 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement: 
 
This school district and its career and technology education program does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, age or national origin 
in its educational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, 
Section 504 and Title VI. 
 
Este distrito escolar y su programa educacional de carrera y tecnología no  
discriminan en base a sexo, disabilidad, raza, color, edad u origen nacional 
en sus programas educativos, actividades, o empleo como lo requiere el 
Título IX, Sección 504, y Título VI. 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of the Bandera ISD is to provide ALL students 

with the opportunity to succeed at their highest levels; 

academically, ethically, and socially, 

allowing students to advance successfully throughout their lifetimes. 
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FOREWORD 

TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS 
 

 

 

 This Student Handbook contains policies and regulations on the rights and re-

sponsibilities of all students. It is distributed online to all students and parent. Changes 

during the year are published and distributed during the next semester or at the begin-

ning of the next school year.  

 Parents are invited to contact their school principal if they need information that 

is not included in the handbook or if they do not understand particular sections of the 

handbook. 

 This booklet contains a great deal of required and useful information for a large 

number of students and parents. It is organized alphabetically by topic. Because it can-

not be as personal a communication as we would like, we address students not directly 

as ñyouò, but rather as ñthe studentò, ñstudentsò, or ñchildrenò. Likewise, the term ñpar-

entò may refer to the parent, legal guardian, or other person who has agreed to assume 

responsibili ty for the student. 

 Students and parents need to be familiar with the Bandera ISD Student Code of 

Conduct. The Student Code of Conduct, which sets out the consequences for wrong or 

inappropriate behavior, is required by state law and is intended to promote school safe-

ty. 

 Every year, each student and parent must sign a statement that they have 

access to the student handbook and acknowledge the responsibilities outlined 

there. This statement is available from each campus and should be signed and re-

turned to the school within 10 days of when it was issued to the student. 

THE SCHOOL BOARD, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, AND STAFF  

WISH YOU A PRODUCTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR.  
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Options and Requirements 

For Providing Assistance to Students Who Have Learning Difficulties 

or Who Need or May Need Special Education 

 

If a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the parent may contact the person listed 

below to learn about the district's overall general education referral or screening system 

for support services. This system links students to a variety of support options such as 

the Child Study Team, including referral for a special education evaluation. Students 

having difficulty in the regular classroom should be considered for tutorial, compensato-

ry, and other academic or behavior support services that are available to all students. 

 

At any time, a parent is entitled to request an evaluation for special education services. 

Within a reasonable amount of time, the district must decide if the evaluation is needed. 

If evaluation is needed, the parent will be notified and asked to provide informed written 

consent for the evaluation. The district must complete the evaluation and the report 

within 60 calendar days of the date the district receives the written consent. The district 

must give a copy of the report to the parent. 

 

If the district determines that the evaluation is not needed, the district will provide the 

parent with a written notice that explains why the child will not be evaluated. This writ-

ten notice will include a statement that informs the parent of their rights if they disagree 

with the district. Additionally, the notice must inform the parent how to obtain a copy of 

the Notice of Procedural Safeguards - Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities. 

 

The designated person to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learning dif-

ficulties or a referral for evaluation for special education is: 

 

 Contact Person: Patricia Galm 

 

 Phone Number: 830-796-6210 
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Opciones y requisitos 

para proporcionar ayuda a los estudiantes que tienen 

dificultades en el aprendizaje o que necesitan o pueden necesitar educacóin espe-

cial 

 

Si un niño está experimentando dificultades en el aprendizaje, el padre puede comuni-

carse con la persona mencionada más abajo para enterarse sobre el sistema de estudios 

de diagnóstico y de recomendación de la educación general del distrito para los servi-

cios de apoyo. Este sistema conecta a los estudiantes con una variedad de opciones de 

apoyo, incluyendo la recomendación para una evaluación para educación especial. Los 

estudiantes que tienen dificultades en el aula normal deberán ser considerados para. tu-

toría, servicios compensatorios y otros servicios de apoyo, académicos o de comporta-

miento, disponibles para todos los estudiantes. 

 

En cualquier momento, un padre tiene derecho a solicitar una evaluación para los servi-

cios de educación especial. Dentro de un período de tiempo razonable, el distrito debe 

decidir si la evaluación es necesaria. Si la evaluación es necesaria, el padre será notifi-

cado y se Ie pedirá que dé consentimiento informado por escrito para la evaluación. EI 

distrito debe completar la evaluación y el informe dentro de los 60 días de calendario 

desde la fecha en que el distrito reciba el consentimiento por escrito. EI distrito debe 

darle una copia del informe al padre. 

 

Si el distrito determina que la evaluación no es necesaria, el distrito proporcionara al 

padre una notificacion por escrito que explica el motive por el cual el niño no será eva-

luado. Esta notificación por escrito incluirá información que Ie explica al padre los de-

rechos que tiene si no está de acuerdo con el distrito. Además, la notificación debe in-

tormarle al padre la manera de obtener una copia de la Notificación de las Salvaguardas 

del Procedimiento - Derecho de los Padres de Estudiantes con Discapacidades. 

 

La persona designada con quien puede comunicarse en relación alas opciones que tiene 

un niño que experimenta dificultades en el aprendizaje o para una recomendacion para 

la evaluación para educacion especial es: 

 

 Nombre de la persona: Patricia Galm 

 

 Número de teléfono: 830-796-6210 
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BANDERA ISD 2010-2011 STUDENT HANDBOOK  
 

 

ADMISSION  
 

The student or the student's parent seeking enrollment in Bandera ISD should contact the principal. A student who has been expelled 

from another district may not enroll in Bandera ISD schools until the expulsion order from the other district has expired. Proof of resi-

dency will be required. 

 

ATTENDANCE  
 

Texas Education Code (TEC), Sec.25.085.  Compulsory School Attendance.  (HB 907:  SECTION 1.) & (SB 4: SECTION 2.10.) 

 

(a) A child who is required to attend school under this section shall attend school each school day for the entire period the pro-

gram of instruction is provided. 

(b) Unless specifically exempted by TEC Section 25.086, a child who is at least six years of age, or who is younger than six years 

of age and has previously been enrolled in first grade, and who has not yet reached the childôs 18th birthday shall attend 

school. 

(c) On enrollment in pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, child shall attend school. 

(d) Unless specifically exempted by TEC Section 25.086, a student enrolled in a school district must attend: 

(1) An extended ïyear program for which the student is eligible that is provided by the district for students identified 

as likely not be promoted to the next grade level or tutorial classes required by the district under Section 29.084; 

(2) An accelerated reading instruction program to which the student is assigned under Section 28.006(g); 

(3) An accelerated instruction program to which the student is assigned under Section 28.0211; or 

(4) A basic skills program to which the student is assigned under Section 29.086. 

(e) A person who voluntarily enrolls in school or voluntarily attends school after the personôs 18th birthday shall attend school 

each school day for the entire period the program of instruction is offered.  A school district may revoke for the remainder of 

the school year the enrollment of a person who has more than five absences in a semester that are not excused under Section 

25.087.  A person whose enrollment is revoked under this subsection may be considered an unauthorized person on school 

district grounds for purposes of Section 37.107. 

 

Although students who are married are legally adults, this fact does not mean that they are not legally required to attend school until they 

are age 18. 

 

TEC, Sec.25.086. Exemptions. (SB1472: SECTION 2.) 

 

1. A child is exempt from the requirements of compulsory school attendance if the child: 

 

(1) attends a private or parochial school that includes in its course a study of good citizenship; 

(2) is eligible to participate in a school districtôs special education program under Section 29.003 and cannot be appro-

priately served by the resident district; 

(3) has a physical or mental condition of a temporary and remediable nature that makes the childôs attendance infeasi-

ble and holds a certificate from a qualified physician specifying the temporary condition, and covering the antic-

ipated period of the childôs absence from school for the purpose of receiving and recuperating from the remedial 

treatment; 

(4) is expelled in accordance with the requirements of law in a school district that does not participate in a mandatory 

juvenile justice alternative education program under Section 37.011; 

(5) is at least 17 years of age and: 

(A) is attending a course of instruction to prepare for the high school equivalency examination, and: 

(i) has the permission of the childôs parent or guardian to attend the course; 

(ii)  is required by court order to attend the course; 

(iii)  has established a residence separate and apart from the childôs parent, guardian, or other per-

son having lawful control of the child; or 

(iv) is homeless as defined by 42 U.S.C. Section 11302; or 

(B) Has received a high school diploma or high school equivalency certificate; 

(6) is at least 16 years of age and is attending a course of instruction to prepare for the high school equivalency exami-

nation. 

(A) the child is recommended to take the course of instruction by a public agency that has supervision 

or custody of the child under a court order; or 

(B) the child is enrolled in a Job Corps training program under the Job 

Training Partnership Act (29 U.S.C. Section 1501 et seq.), and its subsequent amendments; 

(7) is enrolled in the Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science; 

(8) is enrolled in the Texas Academy of Leadership in the Humanities; or 

(9) is specifically exempted under another law 
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Attendance Warning Notice. State law, TEC, Sec 25.095, now requires a school district to notify BISD parents in writing at the begin-

ning of the school year about state attendance law. 

 

College Visitation . Senior  students are allowed to have up to two days for college visits. The Student must bring documentation on col-

lege letterhead to have the day coded as an excused college day absence.[Policy FEA local] 

 

Failure to Attend School (TEC, Sec. 25.094). If a student is absent ten (10) or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in 

the same school year or on three (3) or more days or parts of days within a four-week period, that student is subject to prosecution for 

failure to attend school in either municipal court, justice court, or juvenile court. An offense under this section is a ñClass Cò misdemea-

nor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00 per offense plus court costs and/or suspension or denial of a studentôs driverôs license or 

permit. 

 

Parent Contributing to Non-Attendance (TEC, Sec. 25.093). The parent with criminal negligence fails to require the child to attend 

school as required by law, and the child has absences for the amount of time specified under Section 25.094. The parent commits an of-

fense:  the attendance officer or other appropriate school official shall file a complaint against the parent in a justice court of any precinct 

in the county in which the parent resides or in which the school is located or in a municipal court of the municipality in which the parent 

resides or in which the school is located. Each day the child remains out of school may constitute a separate offense.  An offense under 

this section is a ñClass Cò misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00 per offense plus court costs.  Bandera ISD will send 

letters from each campus to remind parents as their child approaches the excessive state absences.  The letter will also request a confe-

rence between school officials and the parent to discuss the absences. 

 

The studentôs parent is subject to prosecution if the parent fails to: 

 

1. require the student to attend school. 

2. monitor the studentôs attendance 

3. attend school conferences to discuss attendance problems 

4. ensure the student arrives to school on time 

 

Excused Absences Sec. 25.087 (HB 907:  SECTION 2.) & (HB 217: SECTION 1.). A person required to attend school, including a 

person required to attend school under Section 25.085 (e), may be excused for temporary absence resulting from any cause acceptable to 

the teacher, principal, or superintendent of the school in which the person is enrolled. Examples of those deemed excused are: 

 

1. Personal Illness - When a studentôs absence for personal illness exceeds three consecutive days, the student shall present a 

statement from a physician or health clinic verifying the illness or other condition requiring the studentôs extended absence 

from school. 

2. Death in the Family 

3. Family Emergency relating to court proceedings or illness 

4. Any unusual case acceptable to the principal or his/her designee 

 

Minimum Attendance for Class Credit (TEC25.092). A student may not be given credit for a class unless the student is in attendance 

for at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered. To receive credit in a class, a high school student (and Middle School student 

enrolled in one semester courses) must attend at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered each semester.  In grades K-5 (and full 

year Middle School courses) semesters are combined for the purpose of counting absences so that a student must attend 90 percent of the 

days the class is offered during the entire year.  A student who is in attendance for fewer than 90 percent of the days in a semester or year 

shall not be given credit for the class unless the attendance committee finds that the absence(s) are the result of extenuating circums-

tances.{Ed. Code 25.092} 

 

Driver License Attendance Verification. To obtain a driver license, a student between the ages of 16 and 18 must annually provide to 

the Texas Department of Public Safety a form obtained from the school verifying that the student has met the 90 percent attendance re-

quirement for the semester preceding the date of application. The student can obtain this form at the campus attendance office. 

 

Extenuating Circumstances. Absences for which the student has shown extenuating circumstances and completed routine make-up 

work shall be considered as days of attendance for computing the required days of attendance. Bandera ISD may accept the following as 

extenuating circumstances for the purpose of granting credit for a class as reviewed by the Campus Attendance Committee: 

 

1. Personal illness. When a student's absence for personal illness exceeds three consecutive days, the student SHALL 

present a statement from a physician or health clinic verifying the illness or other condition requiring the student's ex-

tended absence from school. The attendance committee may, if the student has established a questionable pattern of 

absences, also require a physician or clinic's statement after a single day's absence as a condition of granting credit. 

2. Illness or death in the family. 

3. Quarantine. 

4. Observance of religious holy days, if it is the belief of the family's faith that absence from school is necessary and if 

the parent submits a written request for an excused absence in advance of the absence. 
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5. Participation in a court proceeding or a child abuse/neglect investigation if Bandera ISD is presented the reason for 

the absence in writing by the probation officer or caseworker. 

6. Participation in a substance abuse rehabilitation program. 

7. A migrant student's late enrollment or early withdrawal. A migrant worker is defined in federal regulations. See your 

principal if you think this section applies to you. 

8. The late enrollment or early withdrawal of a student placed in or having resided in a community care home by order 

of the Texas Youth Commission. 

9. The absences of a student who returns to school as a result of prosecution under the truancy law or by order of a 

court. 

10. Any unusual or extenuating circumstance acceptable to the principal or his/her designee. 

 

Absences for any other reason will be considered unexcused absences, whether or not the student has the parent's permission to be absent. 

Within two days of returning to school after an absence, a student must bring a note signed by the parent that describes the reason for the 

absence.  Notes signed by the student, even with the parent's permission, will be considered a forgery and the student will be disciplined.                

 

Attendance Committee.  If the attendance committee finds that there are no extenuating circumstances for the absence or if the student 

does not meet the conditions set by the committee to earn or regain credit, the student will not receive credit for the class.  If credit is 

denied, the student or parent may appeal the decision to the Board of Trustees by completing a written request to the Superintendent. 

Bandera ISD provides the following alternative ways for a student to make up work or regain credit lost because of absences: 

 

1. Requiring the student to complete all missed assignments and assessments. 

2. Satisfying time on task requirements on Saturdays. 

 

In all cases, the student must also earn a passing grade in order to receive credit. The attendance committee may allow a student with 

excessive absences who has failed a course with a grade of no lower than 60 to receive credit for a course by passing an examination (See 

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION).  

 

Reason for Absence. Immediately upon a studentôs return to school after any absence, the parent must provide the school a note that 

includes the following: 

 

1. Name of the student 

2. Reason for the absence 

3. List the day (s) of absence 

4. Parents signature (must be legible) 

5. Phone number where parent (s) can be reached 

 

Medical and Dental Appointments. A parent or student is expected to make every effort to schedule these appointments so that they do 

not interfere with classes. In the event they do interfere, the principal will require verification of the appointment from the doctor or dent-

ist. In order for the school to receive state funding for the studentôs attendance, the student must attend school a portion of the day and 

bring a written verification from the doctor or dentist for the absence.  

 

Permission to Leave School. When students board a school bus or arrive on campus they are considered to be ñin schoolò and must 

check out through the attendance office, even if the first bell has not rung.  Students who find it necessary to leave school during the 

school day for any reason (doctorôs appointment, etc.) must obtain an early dismissal slip from the attendance office in accordance with 

school procedure.  Students who fail to follow the above procedures may be considered truant. A student who becomes ill during the 

school day should with the teachers permission, report to the school nurse.  The nurse will decide whether or not the student should be 

sent home and will notify the studentôs parents. 

 

Student Failure to Attend School (Truancy). A student is considered truant if he/she is absent without permission from any class (in-

cluding lunch, advisory and tutoring) for any portion of the day.  The student will be referred for disciplinary actions, which include In 

School Suspension and loss of all final exam exemptions. The student and parent may also be referred to the proper legal authorities for 

further action. 

 

For Make Up Work. A teacher may assign additional work to assure a student who has been absent sufficient opportunity to meet 

course requirements. Additional information is available in the grading policies. 

 

Absences Affect Participation in School-Related Activities. A student who is absent from class during any portion of the day for any 

unexcused reason will not be allowed to participate in school-related activities on that day, evening, or successive Saturday (if the unex-

cused absence is on Friday).  A student who is absent from school for any portion of the day because of personal illness or a medical or 

dental appointment will not be allowed to participate in school-related activities on that day or evening without permission of the campus 

administrator. A student is not permitted to participate in any school-related activity (including field trips) that would cause the student to 

be absent from class more than twelve times during the school year for such activities. 

 

National Honor Society. All 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students who are on the recommended plan, or distinguished achievement pro-

gram and who qualify academically become candidates for induction into NHS. Candidates are rated on leadership and character by 
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knowledgeable teachers and on self-reported service. A faculty selection committee determines which students are to be inducted, based 

upon the students' ratings and scholarship. Membership in NJHS does not automatically qualify a student for membership in NHS. More 

specific information may be obtained from the principal or NHS sponsor. 

 

National Junior Honor Society. Students in grades 7 and 8 who meet rigorous academic standards become candidates for induction into 

NJHS.  Knowledgeable teachers rate candidates confidentially on leadership, character, and service standards. These ratings are averaged 

with academic ratings to determine eligibility. More specific information may be obtained from the principal or NJHS sponsor. 

 

University Interscholastic League (UIL) Awards. A student may earn one letter jacket during his or her high school career at Bandera 

by meeting lettering standards in athletics, band, and/or academic events. The coaches, directors, or sponsors determine these standards in 

each activity. 

 

Scholastic Awards (óAô Awards).  Bandera High School annually presents awards to students who have maintained an outstanding aca-

demic record. A student may be awarded a sweater, blanket, plaque, or pin. Students will be required to have at least 27 semester óAôs. 

(Honor Blankets) Bandera High School annually presents awards to students who will graduate with honors. Honor Blankets will be 

awarded at the annual scholarship ceremony for summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude graduates. 

 

BACKGROUND CHECKS  
 

The District shall obtain the criminal history record for prospective school volunteers. The District shall inform volunteers when their 

services are to begin. Volunteers are defined as any individual, parent, or guardian who works with students in the classrooms as a men-

tor, student tutor or simply requests a classroom observation of their student. In addition, this requirement is also for volunteers who ac-

company students as ñofficial chaperonesò on school field trips or related activities such as guest speakers. Forms are available in each 

campus office and are processed through the Bandera ISD personnel office. [Policy GKG Local] 

 

BAND AND CHOIR  
 

The Bandera High School Bulldog Band and Choir and Middle School Band and Choir participate in numerous school and civic activi-

ties during the school year. All selected students taking band and/or choir are required to participate in all band and/or choir activities and 

all scheduled events to include out-of-town trips, local performances, and all UIL-sponsored group contests. Band may be substituted for 

the physical education requirement for graduation.   

 

BULLYING, SEXUAL HARASSMENT, DATING VIOLENCE, SEXUAL VIOLENCE /CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE  
 

The Bandera Independent School District (BISD) is committed to providing a positive learning environment for all students that en-

hances personal safety and promotes respect, dignity, and equality among students. High standards are expected for both academic 

achievement and for behavior. 

 

BISD strives to ensure that all of its students and employees are free from bullying, sexual harassment, dating violence, and sexual vi-

olence. All charges of bullying, sexual harassment, dating violence, and sexual violence are to be taken very seriously by students, facul-

ty, staff, administration, and parents/guardians. BISD will make every effort to handle and respond to every charge and complaint filed 

by students and employees in a fair, thorough, and just manner. Every effort will be made to protect the due process rights of all victims 

and all alleged perpetrators.  

 

Bullying is defined as written or oral expression or physical conduct that a school district's board of trustees or the board's designee de-

termines: 1) To have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a student's property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of 

harm to the student's person or of damage to the student's property; or 2) To be sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive to create an 

intimidating, threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student.  

 

Harassment is defined as conduct that threatens to cause harm or bodily injury to another student, is sexually intimidating, causes physi-

cal damage to the property of another student, subjects another student to physical confinement or restraint or maliciously and substan-

tially harms another studentôs physical or emotional health or safety. 

 

Sexual harassment is conduct that is severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive in such a manner that it can be said to deprive the victim 

of access to the educational opportunities or benefits provided by the school. It is a form of harassment that includes touching someone in 

ways that are not wanted, sexual jokes, pressuring someone to have sex, threats or intimidation from a dating partner, or any other form 

of harassment of a sexual nature that would make a reasonable person uncomfortable. 

 

Child Sexual Abuse 

 

The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse, which may be accessed at www.banderaisd.net/About_Our_District.  

(as an appendix to the District Improvement Plan).  As a parent, it is important for you to be aware of warning signs that could indicate a 

child may have been or is being sexually abused. Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a 

childôs mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable effort to prevent sexual conduct with a child.   

http://www.banderaisd.net/About_Our_District
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Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the 

suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services [CPS]. 

 

As a parent, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse, the campus counselor or principal will provide information regarding counseling 

options for you and your child available in your area.  To find out services that may be available in your county, see 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention and Early Intervention/Programs Available In Your County/default.asp. 

 

Dating violence is defined as the intentional use of physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse by a person to harm, threaten, intimidate, 

or control another person in a dating relationship. Dating violence is a pattern of coercive behavior that one partner exerts over the other 

for the purpose of establishing and maintaining power and control. 

 

Sexual violence is defined as sexual assault, sexual abuse, or sexual stalking of a minor child or teenager, including sexual violence 

committed by perpetrators who are strangers to the victim and by perpetrators who are known or related by blood or marriage to the vic-

tim. This definition includes behavior including but not limited to incest, molestation, child abuse, stranger rape, and non stranger rape. 

 

Students who believe they have been harassed, bullied, or otherwise victimized by fellow students or BISD employees are encouraged to 

promptly report such incidents to the campus principal or other campus professional. To the greatest extent possible, complaints shall be 

treated as confidential. Limited disclosure may be necessary to complete a thorough investigation. 

 

A student or parent/guardian who has a complaint alleging bullying, harassment, dating violence, or sexual violence may request a confe-

rence with the principal or the principalôs designee. If the student or parent/guardian is not satisfied with the response from the campus 

staff, they may request a conference with the Superintendent or designee, or BISDôs Title IX Coordinator. 

 

Complaints will be documented and investigated in accordance with BISD policy and guidelines. Any staff member who observes an 

incident that involves physical or sexual assault or threats will report the incident immediately to the principal. Any staff member who 

learns of an incident or threat may submit a Complaint Form on behalf of the victim. 

 

Campus Complaint Procedure: 

 

1. Students and staff members will complete a Complaint Form available in the schoolôs main office. 

2. The Complaint Form will be submitted to the principal or designee immediately. 

3. The principal or designee will investigate complaints by meeting separately with each student involved in the situation. 

4. The principal will conference with the victim and parent/guardian to discuss safety and community resources. 

5. The principal will conference with the alleged perpetrator and parent/guardian to discuss appropriate behaviors and conse-

quences. With the prior consent of the victim, the principal may issue a School-Based Stay-Away Agreement to the alleged 

perpetrator during the parent/guardian conference. 

6. Documentation of all Complaint Forms, follow-up actions and Stay-Away Agreements will be available to the General Counsel 

at all times. 

 

BUS RULES AND REGULATIONS  
 

Please refer to the Bandera ISD Bus Riderôs Safety Handbook. This information will be given to all bus riders. All students are required 

to fill out the registration form in the Bus Riderôs Safety Handbook. The form should be returned to the bus driver. For any additional 

information regarding transportation, contact Transportation Department at 796-6217. 

 

CAFETERIA SERVICES  
 

Bandera ISD participates in the National School Lunch Program and offers free and reduced-price meals based on a student's financial 

need.  Information can be obtained from the principal or designee. Information provided by parents will be treated with confidentiality. 

It is highly recommended that elementary school students not bring carbonated drinks to school. Carbonated drinks have, on occasion; 

exploded in the students' lunch boxes, back packs, and thermos bottles. There will be a maximum of three charges. Notices will be sent 

home at the time of the charge. On the fourth charge, if unpaid, the student will receive a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, fresh fruit, 

and 1/2 pint of milk. 

 

CAREER/TECHNICAL PROGRAMS  
 

Career/Technical programs in agriculture, family and consumer science, cosmetology, business education, and trade and industrial educa-

tion are offered in Bandera High School. A parent or student who has a complaint about possible discrimination with regard to admission 

into vocational programs should contact the Superintendent. 

 It is the policy of the Bandera ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex handicap, or age in its 

vocational programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the 

Education Amendment of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

 It is the policy of the Bandera ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amend-

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention
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ments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and the Americans With Disabilities Act of  1990(ADA), Title 

II.  

 The Bandera ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participa-

tion in all educational and vocational programs. 

For more information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX Coordinator at 796-3313. 

 

CELL PHONE USE 
 

Telecommunication Devices. Students are allowed to have a cell phone, as long as it is turned off, out of sight and does not interfere 

with instruction. Students may not use their phone without prior approval. Approval and use of the cell phone should occur in the school 

office.  There are prohibited guidelines for the use of cell phones: text messaging, taking pictures, recording information and any other 

use that may be invasive of someone elseôs privacy. The misuse will result in confiscation and disciplinary action under the student code 

of conduct and parents may retrieve the phone from the office administration during the next school day. 

 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  
 

Plagiarism is the use of another person's original ideas or writing as one's own without giving credit to the true author. Plagiarism will be 

considered cheating and the student will be subject to academic disciplinary action that may include loss of credit for the work in ques-

tion. 

 

CLASS RANKING  
 

Students who are ranked in the top ten percent of their graduating class are eligible for a period of two school years following their grad-

uation for automatic admission into Texas general academic universities and colleges. Students and parents should see the High School 

Counselor for further information about how to apply and the deadlines for application. 

In calculating grade point average and in determining ñgraduation honorsò, grades earned in all courses except P.E., band, choir, dance, 

and student aide in grades 9-12 are considered. The following method is used for the classes of 2006 and beyond. 

 

1. Recorded semester grades (and an average of the fourth and fifth six week grades for all seniors) will be translated into the nu-

merical values in the table below and averaged. 

 
 Distinguished Recommended Regular Basic 

A (90-100) 5.0-6.0 4.5-5.5 4.0-5.0 3.0-4.0 

B (80-89) 4.0-4.9 3.5-4.4 3.0-3.9 2.0-2.9 

C (75-79) 3.5-3.9 3.0-3.4 2.5-2.9 1.5-1.9 

D (70-74 3.0-3.4 2.5-2.9 2.0-2.4 1.0-1.4 

F (below 70) 0 0 0 0 

 

2. The weighted grade point average shall be translated back to a cumulative grade average on the regular/general class scale for 

determination of graduation honors. 

3. Distinguished courses are:  All Advanced Placement courses, all college dual-credit courses taught at BHS, Academic Decath-

lon, Dap Mentorship and BCIS II (if MOUS certified). 

4. Recommended courses are:  All Pre-Advanced Placement courses, Microbiology/Pathophysiology and Anatomy and Physiolo-

gy. 

5. Basic courses are:  Practical Writing, TAKS Preparation courses, Tutorial Support Classes, and all Special Education courses. 

6. All courses not listed in 3 ï 5 are considered regular courses. 

7. Grades transferred to Bandera High School from another school district may be considered Distinguished or Recommended if 

they are considered so at the previous school and if the same course(s) are offered by Bandera High School; otherwise, they 

will be considered general or basic. 

8. Grades earned in summer school, night school, credit by examination, examinations for acceleration, A-plus, and correspon-

dence courses are not used in calculating rank in class. 

9. If a student wishes to retake a course that he or she has already passed in grades 9-12, only the original grade will count toward 

class rank.  No grade will be given for the course the second time.  A failed course may be retaken and both the first grade and 

the second grade earned will count toward class rank in grades 9-12. 

10. A High School course passed with a grade below 80 at the Middle School level may be retaken in the ninth grade to gain addi-

tional knowledge in the subject.   The grade earned in the ninth grade will count toward class rank. 

11. Students shall be ranked based on their cumulative grade point average as follows:  top five percent; top ten percent; top quar-

ter; second quarter; third quarter; and fourth quarter.  Seniors can request their numerical ranking. 
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12. Students achieving high standards of academic excellence shall be recognized at the graduation ceremony as honor graduates 

and shall be listed alphabetically in each of the following categories: 

 

 

Honor Graduate Designations Cumulative Grade Average 

Summa Cum Laude 100 

Magna Cum Laude 95-99 

Cum Laude 90-94 

 

13. Students who earn a cumulative grade average of 100 shall be considered by schoolôs scholarship committee for the award of 
top-ranking scholarships. 

14. To be considered for a top-ranking scholarship, a student must have been enrolled in the District for at least two years, one of 

which must include the entire senior year. 

15. If no student achieves a cumulative grade average of 100, the student with the next highest cumulative grade average shall be 

considered for these scholarships. 

 

COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES 
 

Students in grades 9-12 have opportunities to earn college credit through the following methods: 

 Certain courses taught at the high school campus, which may include courses termed dual credit on-line or Advanced Place-

ment [AP]. 

 Enrollment in an AP or dual credit course through San Antonio College, St. Phillips College or Lamar University on-line. 

 All of these methods have eligibility requirements and must be approved prior to enrollment in the course. Please see the coun-

selor for more information. 

 

CLOSED CAMPUS 
 

All students are to remain on the campus during the entire day, including the lunch period.  If a student, for medical reasons, must have a 

special diet, it is the parent's responsibility to provide a doctor's statement to that effect and the parent must, in person, check out and 

return the student to the principalôs office during the lunch period of the student if taken off campus for this purpose. Once on school 

grounds, a student may not leave during the school day under any circumstances without written permission from the campus administra-

tion.  If a student knows in advance that he or she will need to leave the campus during school hours, the student shall present a written 

request from the parent to the principal that morning.  If the request is for permission to be off campus for only part of the day, the time 

should be specified on the written request.  The permit that the student is issued will serve as a pass to leave and to return to the campus.  

When the student returns to the campus, he or she shall first report to the office for a readmission slip to class. 

 

ñSenior students who meet established guidelines may be issued off-campus lunch passes. These passes will be revoked when 

guidelines are not metò. 

 

CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, EXTRA -CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 

Participation in school and school-related activities is an excellent way for a student to develop talents, receive individual recogni-

tion, and build strong friendships with other students; participation, however, is a privilege, not a right. An extra-curricular code 

of conduct is located at the end of the handbook with the BISD student code of conduct. 

 

Student clubs and organizations and performing groups such as the band, choir, cheerleaders, dance, and athletic teams may establish 

rules of conduct -- and consequences for misbehavior -- that are stricter than those for students in general.  If a violation is also a viola-

tion of school rules, the consequences specified by the school shall apply in addition to any consequences specified by the organization.  

This also applies to all UIL rules that are violated. At the Middle School and High School, a student must remain current in all courses in 

order to participate in a club and/or organization. If a student's work is incomplete, the student becomes immediately ineligible to partici-

pate. A student may regain eligibility when all work is current. A student and parent must sign an acknowledgment of stricter standards 

of behavior as a condition of participation in a club, organization, and/or performing group. 

 

COMPLAINTS BY STUDENTS/PARENTS 
 

Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed simply - by a phone call or a conference with the teacher. For those 

complaints and concerns that cannot be handled so easily, the District has adopted a standard complaint policy {FNG(Local)} in the Dis-

trictôs policy manual. A copy of this policy may be obtained in the principalôs or Superintendentôs office. In general, the student or parent 

should first discuss the complaint with the campus principal. Complaints by students or parents about instructional materials, loss of cre-

dit on the basis of attendance, removal to alternative education programs, expulsion, or prior review of non-school materials intended for 

distribution to students are handled through the procedures specific to policies in those particular areas.  A student and/or parent with a 

complaint regarding possible discrimination in any school program on the basis of sex should contact the Superintendent. For a complaint 

regarding sexual harassment, see SEXUAL HARASSMENT. A complaint or concern regarding the placement of a student with disabili-

ties who is not eligible for special education or about the District's programs or services available to the student should be brought to the 
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Section 504 Coordinator. On all other matters, a student or parent who has a complaint should first bring the matter to the appro-

priate teacher. If the outcome is not satisfactory, a conference with the principal can be requested within 15 calendar days of the event 

or events causing the complaint. If the outcome of the conference with the principal is not satisfactory, a conference with the Superinten-

dent or designee can be requested within 10 calendar days in writing following the conference with the principal. The written request 

shall include the harm caused and the remedy sought. Forms are available in the principalôs office. If the outcome is not satisfactory, the 

student or parent may appeal to the Superintendent or designee. 

 

COMPUTER ACCESS - ACCEPTABLE USE AND CODE OF CONDUCT  
 

Only students who have been authorized by the District and who are under direct supervision of designated district employees are permit-

ted to use a District computer or to access any local network or outside telecommunications resources such as the Internet. Prior to such 

authorization, the student and the studentôs parent must sign and return the District Student Agreement Form acknowledging their re-

sponsibilities and consequences of violation. Students are expected to observe network etiquette by being polite and using appropriate 

language. Students are prohibited from pretending to be someone else; transmitting obscene messages or pictures; revealing personal 

addresses or telephone numbers-either their own or another personôs; or using the network in a way that would disrupt use by others.  

 

CONDUCT BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL  
 

Teachers and administrators have full authority over student conduct at, before-or after-school activities on district premises and 

at school-sponsored events off district premises, such a play rehearsals, club meetings, athletic practices, and special study groups 

or tutorials. Students are subject to the same rules of conduct that apply during the instructional day and will be subject to con-

sequences established by the Student Code of Conduct or any stricter standards of behavior established by the sponsor for extra-

curricular participants.  

 

CONFERENCES 
 

Students and parents may expect teachers to request a conference (1) if the student is not maintaining passing grades or achieving the 

expected level of performance (2) if the student presents any other problem to the teacher, or (3) in any other case the teacher considers 

necessary. A parent who wishes to confer with a teacher may call the office for an appointment during the teacher's conference period or 

request that the teacher call the parent during a conference period or another mutually convenient time. 

 

CONTRABAND  
 

Certain items are not allowed on school buses or at Bandera schools. The list of contraband items is kept as small as possible. If allowed, 

each contraband item would interfere with the educational process in school. This list includes: 

 Animals - Students may not bring animals to school or on the bus except with permission of the principal or Director of Trans-

portation.  

 Water guns, toy firearms, laser pointers and other gaming devices except with permission of the principal or designee. 

 Fireworks - Possession or discharge of fireworks of any kind, including smoke bombs or stink bombs, during the 

school day on school grounds or at any school related activity, regardless of time or location, is forbidden. 

A student possessing or using contraband items while at school or at any school-related activity will be subject to disciplinary 

action according to the offense and the consequences of the student code of conduct.  

 

Telecommunication Devices. Students are allowed to have a cell phone, as long as it is turned off, out of sight and does not interfere 

with instruction. Students may not use their phone without prior approval. Approval and use of the cell phone should occur in the school 

office.  There are prohibited guidelines for the use of cell phones: text messaging, taking pictures, recording information and any other 

use that may be invasive of someone elseôs privacy. The misuse will result in confiscation and disciplinary action under the student code 

of conduct and parents may retrieve the phone from the office administration during the next school day. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
 

Correspondence course credits must be earned from a school approved by the commissioner of education. Permission to enroll in a cor-

respondence course must be obtained in writing from the counselor and principal. A student in grades 7-12 may earn a maximum of four 

units of credit through correspondence toward high school graduation. The counselorôs office must receive course results by May 1 an-

nually for graduating seniors. 
 

COUNSELING 
 

Academic Counseling. Students are encouraged to talk with school counselors, teachers, and principals in order to learn about the curri-

culum, course offerings, graduation requirements, and differences in graduation programs. The counselor can also provide information 

about entrance examinations required by many colleges and universities, as well as information about financial aid and housing. See also 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS. 
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Bullying. Bullying occurs when a student or group of students directs written or verbal expressions or physical conduct against another 

student and the behavior results in harm to the student or the studentôs property, places a student in fear of harm to himself or his proper-

ty, or is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating, threatening or abusive education environment. {Policy FFI} 

 

Personal Counseling. The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal concerns, including such areas 

as social, family, emotional, academic, or chemical dependency needs. The counselor may also make available information about com-

munity resources to address personal concerns.  

 

Please Note: The school will not conduct a psychological examination, test, or treatment without first obtaining the parentôs written con-

sent, unless required by state or federal law for special education purposes. 

 

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION  
 

No Prior Formal Instruction. A student in any grade (1-12) may use examinations in lieu of course work for acceleration to advance 

one grade level or to earn credit in an academic subject. Students must score 90% or above on a criterion-referenced examination. The 

test will be given on the following dates:  the first week of June and the first week of August. A decision to do this must be provided in 

writing at the end of the 5th six weeks grading period. Questions regarding these examinations and procedures for kindergarten accelera-

tion may be discussed with the Principal. 

 

Prior Formal Instruction. A student in grades 6-12 who has had sufficient prior instruction as determined by the District on the basis of 

a review of the student's educational records and who has failed a course with a grade of no less than 60, may gain credit for the course 

by passing an examination on the Texas essential knowledge and skills of the course.  A student may not use credit by examination to 

regain eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities. The attendance committee may allow a student with excessive absences to 

receive credit for a course by passing an examination. 

 

The counselorôs office must receive credit by examination results by May 1 annually for graduating seniors. 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY PROGRAM  
 

Bandera ISD has several programs in place to assist students who fall behind in credits or fail classes. Students should consult their grade 

level counselor if interested in any of these programs. 

 

A-Plus Computer Program. This is a self-paced program where students can work on a computer at school and regain credit for failed 

classes. Depending on their schedule, students can either take these classes after school or during the school day. If classes are taken dur-

ing the day, grades are given for participation and conduct, but grades that count toward credit are only assigned at the completion of the 

course. Credits earned through A-Plus count toward graduation, but are not used for GPA or ranking calculations. 

 

Summer School. Bandera ISD does not offer summer school in certain courses and under certain circumstances. Students interested in 

summer school should consult with the counselor or the principal. Permission to enroll in summer school must be obtained in writing 

from the counselor and principal. See the counselor for details. 

 

Bandera ISD Accelerated High School Program. Students who meet the eligibility criteria may make application to the Accelerated 

High School Program. This program is designed to help certain students who are behind in credits or at risk of not graduating through 

other conventional BISD programs. Classes are taken at a BISD facility other than the high school, and credits will be earned primarily 

through self-paced computer courses taken under the supervision of certified BISD faculty and staff. To qualify, a student must meet one 

of the three following criteria. 

 Must be in their fifth year of high school. 

 Must be at least 19 years old 

 Must have at least 16 credits and have been retained in a grade since their freshman year in high school 

 

To graduate from BISD Accelerated High School Program, students must meet the current state credit requirement for the minimum plan 

and pass all sections of the exit level state assessment appropriate for that student. Students will follow the state plan rather than the Ban-

dera High School Plan for graduation requirements. 

 

CUSTODIAL PARENT NOTIFICATION  

 
By law, if parents are legally separated or divorced, each parent has equal rights to the custody of the child/children UNLESS a parent 

has a court order that indicates which parent has custody of the child/children. Sometimes the court order will also state certain condi-

tions regarding the child/children that the school should be aware of.  The school must have a copy of the court order on file. Otherwise, 

either parent may check the child out of the school with proper identification. 

 

 

 

 



 

Bandera ISD 2010-2011 Student Handbook (18) 
 

 

 

 

DANCES, PARTIES, AND PROM 
 

A student shall observe the code of conduct and dress and grooming code at any school-sponsored social event.  If guests are allowed, 

they must be presented at the door for approval by the principal or other adult in charge of the event.  No student may bring more than 

one guest without specific advance permission. Guests must observe the same rules, as students attending the event and the person invit-

ing the guest will share responsibility for the conduct of the guest. A student attending an event may be asked to sign out when leaving 

before the end of the event and anyone leaving before the official end of the event will not be readmitted. Only Bandera Middle School 

students may attend Middle School dances. A student assigned to Alternative School or In-School-Suspension on the day of the social 

event is not allowed to attend. Admission price to school social events is announced in advance of the event. Any parent of a Bandera 

Middle School or High School student is welcome at any social event and is not required to pay admission. All High School social events 

will end no later than 11:00 P.M. with the exception of the Junior/Senior Prom. Middle School social events will end no later than 9:00 

p.m. At Middle School social events, once a student enters, he or she will not be permitted to leave until the event is over or the student is 

picked up at the door by his or her parent or other responsible adult. The parent stating the time the student is to leave and the person with 

whom the student is to leave will if the student presents a note to the principal sign exception to this policy. Town students may be al-

lowed to walk home with written permission from their parents. In questionable cases concerning a student leaving a social event, the 

principal or designee will make the final decision. ñMiddle School dances will have additional rules that will be sent out in a parent 

letterò. 

 

DELIVERIES  
 

Although deliveries to students such as flowers and gifts will be accepted at the High School Campus, they will not be delivered to the 

classroom in order not to disrupt instruction. Notes will be sent to students to pick up deliveries in the office. 

 

DETENTION  
 

A student may be assigned detention outside of school hours for not more than two hours on one or more weekdays and/or four hours on 

one or more Saturdays if the student violates the school's code of conduct. The detention will not begin, however, until the student's par-

ents have been notified of the reason for the detention and can make arrangements for the student's transportation on the day(s) of the 

detention. 

 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION  
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal Law, requires that Bandera ISD with certain exceptions, obtain your 

written consent prior to the disclosure of personally identifiable information from your childôs education records. However, Bandera ISD 

may disclose appropriately designated ñdirectory informationò without written consent, unless you have advised the District to the con-

trary in accordance with District procedures. The primary purpose of directory information is for Bandera ISD to include this type of 

information from your childôs education records in certain school publications. Examples: 

 

 A playbill, showing your studentôs role in a drama production; 

 The annual yearbook; 

 Honor roll or other recognition lists; 

 Graduation programs; and 

 Sports activity sheets, such as showing weight and height of team members 

 

Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if released, can also be 

disclosed to outside organizations without a parentôs prior written consent. Outside organizations include, but are not limited to, compa-

nies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition, two federal laws require local education agencies receiving assistance 

under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with three directory informa-

tion categories-names, addresses and telephone listings-unless parents have advised the district that they do not want their studentôs in-

formation disclosed without their prior written consent. 

 

If you do not want Bandera ISD to disclose directory information from your childôs education records without prior written con-

sent, you must notify the District (the principal of the studentôs school) in writing within ten day after initial enrollment each 

school year. Forms are available in the campus principal office. 

 

Bandera ISD has designated the following information as directory information: Studentôs name, address, telephone listing, electronic 

mail address, photograph, date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, participation in officially recog-

nized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards received, and the most recent 

educational agency or institution attended. It is the right of parents to file a complaint with the Family Policy Compliance Office (FPC) in 

the U.S. Department of Education at www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco. 
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DISRUPTIONS BY STUDENTS OR OTHERS 
 

Disruption of classes or any school activities by a student or others is prohibited and is subject to disciplinary action and/or referral for 

criminal prosecution. The District may pursue a criminal charge against and/or discipline any person inciting, promoting, or participating 

in a protest demonstration, riot, sit-in, walk-out, blocking of entrances, threatening force, etc.   

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIAL  
 

All aspects of school-sponsored newspapers and/or yearbooks are completely under the supervision of the teacher and campus principal. 

Written materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, petitions, films, tapes, or other visual or auditory materials may not be sold, circu-

lated, or distributed on any school campus by a student or a non-student without the approval of the principal and in accordance with 

campus regulations. All material intended for distribution to students over which the District does not exercise editorial control must be 

submitted to the principal for review and approval. If the material is not approved within 24 hours of the time that it was submitted, it 

must be considered disapproved. Disapprovals may be appealed by submitting the disapproved material to the Superintendent; material 

not approved by the Superintendent within three days is considered disapproved. 

 

 

DRESS AND GROOMING POLICY  
 

The Districtôs dress code is established to have students exemplify spirit and pride for themselves and for being part of their school. The 

District believes that the business of school is student learning and that school dress and grooming standards should support that purpose 

and promotes a safe, orderly learning environment. The standards are further designed to prevent distractions, thereby permitting the 

maximum learning for all students. This policy is to be enforced by teachers and administrators so as to not take away from instruction. It 

is easily self-monitored so that students and parents can ensure that the standards are met prior to the studentôs arrival at school.  

 

Parent and Student Responsibility. The parent and student shall be responsible for ensuring that the student is in compliance with all 

aspects of this policy for the student at school during regular school hours. Items worn in violation of this policy may be taken up by a 

school official and returned according to campus policy.  Failure by the student to correct dress or grooming violations at first request 

could result in disciplinary action.  

 

Policy Enforcement. It is the responsibility of all professional personnel to administer dress and grooming guidelines. It is understood 

that judgment is necessary. Consistent, fair, and equitable enforcement of standards, while protecting the dignity of individual students, 

shall be practiced.  

 

Principal is the Final Authority.  The principal is the authority to make final determinations as to whether clothing or grooming is or is 

not within this policy. The administration will reserve the right to judge on all matters concerning personal appearance.  

 

Guidelines for Dress: 

 

1. Emblems or slogans printed on clothing which tend to be disruptive shall not be allowed: including advertisements for drugs, 

tobacco, alcohol of any kind, obscene or vulgar comments, extreme violence, patches on the seat of pants, etc. This includes all 

grotesque figures that imply horror, death, killing, or crime of any variety. 

2. All students must wear appropriate shoes. No steel-toed shoes allowed. Tennis shoes are highly encouraged at the elementary. 

3. Hats, caps or headbands may not be worn indoors. This includes classrooms, hallways, offices, and gymnasiums. Caps must be 

worn forward at school activities. 

4. Warm-ups will be allowed as long as they are clean, neat, and fit properly. Pajama type clothing is not permitted. 

5. Clothing must not be too tight for free movement or for sitting, reaching, and bending positions. Conversely, nor can clothing 

be too loose, saggy, oversized or revealing which shall include exposure of the midriff area. 

6. In the Middle School/High School, students may wear their shirts un-tucked as long as it does not come before mid-hip. All 

shirts must be long enough to cover the waist. [Shirts will be provided for non-compliant shirts.] 

7. Grades 3-12: Muscle shirts, tank tops, halter-tops and spaghetti (thin) straps are not acceptable. T-shirts must be worn under 

mesh knit shirts or extra thin shirts. Backless dress will not be permitted. 

8. Grades 3-12: Skirts, dresses and shorts should not be shorter than three inches above the top of the knee. Spandex shorts, cut-

offs, and un-finished pants are not acceptable.  Foundation garments must be worn at all times. 

9. Transparent or ñsee-throughò clothing is not permitted.   

10. Wearing gang-related attire or exhibiting gang graffiti is prohibited. 

11. The wearing of wallets with chains is prohibited. 

12. High School/Middle School students must carry the BISD issued badge. They do not have to wear the badge, but must carry the 

badge on their person at all times while at school. 



 

Bandera ISD 2010-2011 Student Handbook (20) 
 

13. The administration, in connection with the sponsor, coach or other person in charge of an extra-curricular activity, may regulate 

the dress and grooming of students who participate in the activity. 

14. Writing on skin, attached stickers and tattoos are not permitted to be shown. 

15. Clothing that is tattered or has holes will not be permitted. 

Guidelines for Grooming: 

 

 Hair  

1. Hair must be kept clean, neat, and the face must be visible. 

2. No unconventional colors in hair will be permitted. 

3. No unconventional styles or designs will be permitted. 

4. Facial hair will not be permitted on male students. 

 

Body Piercing 

1. Ear jewelry on males is prohibited. 

2. No visible body piercing of any type (other than ear) is allowed. 

 

Inappropriate Items 

1. Inappropriate items such as chains or excessive jewelry are prohibited. 

 

Students shall not groom in any way that in the principalôs judgment is disruptive or immodest.  

 

Consequences for Dress and Grooming: 

 

1. School will provide appropriate clothing. 

2. Students may call home to have other clothing provided or upon subsequent infractions, students will be provided 

with school district clothing  

3. Students will be assigned to ISS and will be subject to all ISS rules. 

4. Students will be sent home for the day or until the problem is resolved after parents are notified. If the students are 

sent home, the absence will be unexcused. 

 

Exclusions. This policy does not prohibit principals from allowing extracurricular group uniforms or special celebrations for students on 

days stipulated or special school celebrations, which involve dress such as ñcrazy hat day, etcò. 

 

DRILLS - FIRE, TORNADO, AND OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 

Students, teachers, and other District employees shall participate in frequent drills of emergency procedures. When the alarm is sounded, 

students must follow the direction of teachers or marshals quickly, quietly, and in an orderly manner. 

 

Emergency Bells. Alarm - fire; leave the building. 1 Long Bell-(15-30 sec.) Intercom Message - tornado; go to designated area. 1 Bell - 

halt; stand at attention or assume protect position. 2 Bells - return to class. 

 

EIGHTEEN -YEAR-OLD STUDENTS 
 

Eighteen year old students enrolled in Bandera ISD are subject to all rules and regulations of other students as soon as enrolled here. 

Eighteen year old students must receive permission from campus administrators before signing out. Notices concerning grades and 

absences will be mailed to parents of eighteen-year-old students. 

 

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING  
 

Occasionally, severe weather conditions affect Bandera and the surrounding area. Should severe conditions such as heavy rain and/or 

icing of highways occur during the night, parents should tune their radios to the San Antonio radio stations. Television stations WOAI 

(channel 4), KENS (channel 5), or KSAT (channel 12) will also be informed of any school emergency closing information. If it becomes 

necessary to cancel school or postpone the start of school for any reason, these stations will broadcast bulletins as a public service. In 

addition, it may become necessary to dismiss school early due to severe weather conditions that occur during the day. In the event of an 

unscheduled early dismissal, children should know exactly where they are to go if parents are not at home. Bandera ISD encourages par-

ents to formulate an emergency plan with their children to deal with the possibility of unscheduled early dismissals. 

 

ESL PROGRAM 
 

Students entering the district who are not fluent in English will be tested for entry into our English as a Second Language Program (ESL) 

within 20 days of district entry. A committee of staff members will meet to consider placement [LPAC}. ESL students receive supple-

mentary instruction in the acquisition of oral language and ELA skills. Students will exit the program upon successful completion of exit 

criteria for their grade level. End of the year LPAC meetings will review student progress and determine which students have met exit 

criteria. Exited students are monitored for two years and may be re-entered into the program. 
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EXPELLED STUD ENTS 
 

Expelled students are prohibited from being on school grounds or attending school-related extracurricular activities during the period of 

expulsion. No academic credit shall be earned for work missed during the period of expulsion. 

 

EXTRACURRICULAR A CTIVITIES  
 

Participation in school and school-related activities is an excellent way for a student to develop talents, receive individual recognition, 

and build strong friendships with other students. Participation is a privilege. While the University Interscholastic League (UIL) - a state-

wide association of participating districts - governs many of the activities, eligibility for participation in many of these activities is go-

verned by state law as well as UIL rules.{Bandera ISD board of trustees [9-14-99] approved Pre-AP courses taken during the Freshman 

Year to be added to the list of Advanced Courses Identified for No Pass/No Play Exemption as reviewed/approved by the campus prin-

cipal. This exemption is not automatic. The student must make a request for waiver to the principal.} 

 

A student shall be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities, subject to the following restrictions: 

 

1. During the first three-week period of the school year, a student in the 7th, 8th, or 9th grade must have been promoted (not 

placed) to that grade. A student in grade 10 must have earned at least 5 units of credit toward graduation, a student in grade 11 

must have earned 10 units, and a student in grade 12 must have earned 15 units. 

2. During subsequent three-school-week periods, an ineligible student who is earning an average grade below 70 in any course or 

subject, or a student with disabilities who fails to meet the standards in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) may not participate 

in extracurricular activities during the following three-week period. However, an ineligible student may practice or rehearse. 

The suspension from extracurricular activities goes into effect seven days AFTER the last day of the three-week period. A stu-

dent regains eligibility at the end of any three-school-week period in which a grade of 70 or above is earned in all courses or 

subjects. 

3. A student is allowed up to twelve activity-related absences during the year to participate in school-related or school-sanctioned 

activities on or off campus.  

 

A student who misses class because of participation in an activity sponsored by a non-approved organization will receive an unexcused 

absence. Suspended or expelled students as well as students assigned to Alternative School will not be permitted to participate in or at-

tend extracurricular activities for the duration of their suspension or assignment.  Students assigned In-School-Suspension will be permit-

ted to attend after school practices. See CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS for information regarding extracurricular codes of conduct.   

 

Please note:  Student clubs and performing groups such as the band, choir, and drill and athletic teams may establish standards 

of behaviorðincluding consequences for misbehaviorðthat are stricter than those for students in general.  If a violation is also a 

violation of school rules, the consequences specified by the Student Code or by local policy apply in addition to any consequences 

specified by the organization. 

 

FEES 
 

Materials that are part of the basic educational program are provided without charge to a student.  A student is expected to provide his or 

her own supplies of pencils, paper, erasers, and notebooks, and may be required to pay certain other fees or deposits, including: 

 

1. Club dues. 

2. Security deposits. 

3. The materials for a class project the student will keep. 

4. Personal physical education and athletic equipment and apparel, and towel service fees. 

5. Voluntary purchases of pictures, publications, class rings, etc. 

6. Student accident insurance and insurance on school-owned instruments. 

7. Instrument rental and uniform maintenance. 

8. Parking permits $10.00 and replacement identification cards $5.00. 

9. Fees for damaged library books, textbooks and school-owned equipment. 

 

Any required fee or deposit might be waived if the student and parent are unable to pay.  Application for such a waiver may be made to 

the principal or sponsor designee. 

 

FIGHTING  
 

Students are prohibited from fighting at school or at school-related activities. Bandera ISD reserves the right to refer to law enforcement 

for criminal prosecution a student in grades 6-12 involved in a fight during the school day on school grounds, on school transportation, or 

while attending any school-related activity, regardless of time or location.   
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FINAL EXAMINATION EXEMPTIONS  
 

A student must have a clear record in the office (no fines, books turned in, etc.) before an exemption will be granted. Additional informa-

tion located in the grading policies. 

 

FUND RAISING  
 

Student clubs or classes, outside organizations, and/or parent groups may occasionally be permitted to conduct fund-raising drives. An 

application for permission must be made to the Superintendent at least ten days before the event. It is the philosophy of the District that 

students are not in school for moneymaking projects and such activities can interfere with their education and may be in competition with 

local businesses. Except when approved by the Superintendent, fund raising is not permitted on school property. 

 

GANG-FREE ZONES 
 

Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as gan-related crimes, will be enhanced to 

the next highest category of offense if they are committed in a gang-free zone. For purposes of the district, a gang-free zone in-

cludes a school bus and a location in, on, or within 1,000 feet of any district-owned or leased property or campus playground. 

 

GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM  
 

A teacher, administrator, parent, or community member may make nominations for student entry into the Districtôs gifted/talented pro-

gram at-large. Nominations may occur at any time for any grade level throughout the school year. Transfer students who have partici-

pated in other districtsô gifted programs will be screened, using Bandera ISD entry criteria, within 20 working days of the receipt of com-

plete student records. Students who were nominated in the prior year may be reconsidered for selection. Screening for entry into the pro-

gram is done only through written parental permission. Notice of acceptance of nominees is made known by letter to parents. 

 

GRADE CLASSIFICATION  
 

Each of the four classes of the High School is composed of students who have the required number of credits. After the 9th grade, stu-

dents are classified according to the number of units earned toward graduation at the beginning of the fall semester.  The only group of 

students who can be re-classified after the fall semester will be graduating juniors who are on schedule to graduate the following spring 

and who have earned 20 or more credits. 

 

Units of Credit Earned Grade Placement 

6 10 (sophomore) 

12 11 (junior) 

19 12 (senior) 

 

A student transferring to Bandera High School from a school that offers only six or seven classes per day will receive special considera-

tion. Specific information may be obtained from the principal or counselor. 

 

 

 

 

GRADING  
 

Purpose of Grading. Teachers follow grading guidelines approved by the principal that have been designed to reflect each studentôs 

academic achievement for the grading period, semester, or course. State law provides that a test or course grade issued by a teacher can-

not be changed unless the Board determines that the grade was arbitrary or contains an error, or that the teacher did not follow the Dis-

trictôs grading policy.(Policy EIA) Questions about grade calculations should first be discussed with the teacher; if the question is not 

resolved, the student or parent may request a conference with the principal in accordance with FNG(local policy). 

 

The purpose of grades is to: 

 Evaluate the achievement of students at the end of and/or during a lesson, assignment, unit, project, or grading cycle; 

 Provide a concise report of student progress for parents, students, and school records; and 

 Report at the end of a grading cycle, semester, or year to what degree the student has achieved the required objectives. 

To these ends, each teacher will be responsible for: 

 Having fair, valid, and consistent grading procedures; 

 Using those procedures to encourage student success; 

 Exercising a high degree of professional judgment in evaluating student achievement; and 

 Documenting the resulting grades in the grade book 
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Basis for Grading. Student grades will be determined by teacher evaluation of growth attained during the significant learning activities 

conducted by the teacher in a given grading period. The teacher will take into consideration all available data in judging a studentôs 

achievement in relation to the grade or course-level objectives. The following indicators may be used (as appropriate) to verify that the 

student has mastered the required objectives in a subject area: 

 Standardized test performance, 

 Notebooks and other class work, 

 Projects 

 Performances 

 Observations, 

 Teacher-made tests, and 

 Term Papers 

 

This information will be documented in the teachersô class record books and be available to parents upon request. As an important part of 

the evaluation process, effective teachers identify performance standards, communicate specific expectations for achieving objectives, 

and provide ongoing feedback as a student works to complete a task. They plan time for in-class conferences, make corrective comments 

applicable to all students, and provide private conversations and written comments on papers. English as a Second Language students 

(Bilingual/ESL) will be assessed on progress, in the primary language as well as in ESL. Students with disabilities are assessed on their 

progress toward their IEP goals and objectives as set forth by the ARD committee. The superintendent or designee shall ensure that each 

campus or instructional level develops guidelines for teachers to follow in determining grades for students. These guidelines shall ensure 

that grading reflects student achievement and that a sufficient number of grades are taken to support the average grade assigned.  Guide-

lines for grading shall be clearly communicated to students and parents. 

 

Bandera ISD Grading Guidelines. The elementary and secondary principals shall ensure that each grade, team, department, campus as 

a whole, develops a grading system that is in accordance with Board policies, administrative regulations, state prescribed TEKS, and 

locally-adopted academic performance standards along with coordination between the two elementary schools and the two secondary 

schools. 

 

BHS/BMS Grading Guidelines 

 

1. Minimum Number Of Grades Per Three Week Period: 

 Daily Grades - 3 

 Major Grades - 1 

 

2. BHS - Weight Of Daily & Major Grades Are: 

 Regular           Daily 50%                     Major 50% 

 AP/Pre-AP      Daily 33 1/3%               Major 66 2/3% 

 

3. BMS - Graduated Scale - Pre-AP 

6th    50%            50% 

7th    40%            60% 

8th    33%            67%            

 

Elementary Grading Guidelines    

 

1. Minimum Of Number Of Grades Per Six Week Period: 

 6 Grades Per Subject 

 

2. Weight Of Daily And Major Grades 

 Grade Level Will Decide The Weight Of Daily And Major Grades On Each Campus.  

 

 

Advanced Placement, Pre-Advanced Placement Dual Credit. Participation in the Advanced Placement Program offers students many 

benefits. They are introduced to a rich and rigorous college-level curriculum. In addition, those who successfully complete an Advanced 

Placement Examination in May have the opportunity to receive college credit or advanced standing depending on the credit policy of the 

college they choose to attend. Bandera ISD offers open enrollment to students who wish to participate. Some departments could require 

additional summer assignments for AP/Pre-AP, and Dual credit courses. In addition, it should be noted that grading practices could be 

more rigorous. Each teacher will specify grading practices in a syllabus to students. 

 

Dual Credit Courses. A student in grade 11 or 12 who meets the predetermined requirements on either the SAT, ACT, or TASP exami-

nations may be permitted to earn credit toward high school graduation for completing college-level courses provided by the Alamo 

Community College District. To be eligible to enroll and be awarded credit toward state graduation requirements, a student shall have the 

approval of the High School principal. The course(s) for which credit is awarded shall provide advanced academic instruction beyond or 

in greater depth than the TAKS. Classes offered under this program may include English, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  At least 10 

students are necessary to offer a particular class. Vocational courses offered for dual credit/articulation with St. Phillips College could 
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include accounting, welding, auto mechanics, business education and culinary arts. Course offerings will depend on the required number 

of students for enrollment. Depending on the number of dual credit courses taken by a BHS student, some tuition could be required by 

the college to be paid by the parent. The high school office would provide information on any additional costs 

 

Dropping Courses and Entering Late. Students should be careful when considering dropping classes. Grades reflected on report 

cards/transcripts, grade point average and eligibility for extracurricular activities should be considered. Students who drop a course while 

failing may become ineligible under Texas Education Agency guidelines. Students who drop a course after the fourth week of school will 

receive a WD (withdrew from course) for the semester and final grade.  The WD will be used in calculating a studentôs grade point aver-

age. Courses will not be dropped after the fourth week of any grading period. At this point, students must complete the six weeks.  Stu-

dents in Calculus AP may select not to have the grade included in the GPA. Students who have not been enrolled in another school may 

attend but may not necessarily receive credit. The student must enroll in school before the end of the first three weeks in order to carry a 

full credit load for the semester. Students who enter more than three weeks late will not be permitted to take a subject for credit without 

permission from the Principal. 

 

Grade Changes. Under normal circumstances, grades that have been recorded on report cards are not changed. However, there are occa-

sions when a teacher must change a grade after that grade has been recorded on the studentôs record.  

For a student to gain eligibility, the ONLY allowable reason for changing a studentôs grade from failing to passing are: 

 There was an error in the teacherôs computation of the grade, or 

 There was an error in data input 

 

The principal must review any such change and the rationale for the change kept on file. A teacher must initiate the grade changes. A 

principal may not arbitrarily change a grade that has been assigned by a teacher. The correction must be made before the end of the next 

grading period. However, upon occasion there is yet another reason for a teacher to change a grade. When the grading period ends before 

a student has had the opportunity to complete make-up work, the teacher may change a studentôs grade to reflect that incomplete work 

that has been made up. 

 

Grading System/Grade Point Average. All grades are recorded numerically in grades 1-12. Transfer grades are recorded using the 

numerical equivalent on the grade scale of the sending school. GPA (grades 9-12) is calculated on a 4.0 un-weighted scale: 

 

A 90-100 = 4 pts 

B 80-89 = 3pts 

C 75-79 = 2 pts 

D 70-74 = 1pt 

F 0-69 = 0 

          

This is used to report to colleges for entrance and scholarship purposes (It does not include class rank-grades 9-12). Grades transferred to 

Bandera High School from another school district may be considered meritorious if they are considered so at the previous school and if 

the same course(s) are offered by Bandera High School. Otherwise, they will be considered general or basic. Class Rank reporting infor-

mation is located in the student handbook. 

 

Middle School. All grades are recorded numerically in grades 6-8. 

 

Elementary. Core subject grades are recorded numerically in grades 1-5. Transfer grades are recorded using the numerical equivalent on 

the grade scale of the sending school. 

 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 75-79 

D 70-74 

F 0-69 

 

Specialist Classes. Music, P.E., Art, or Fine Arts at the elementary level will use the following system for reporting each studentôs level 

of participation. 

 

E Exceptional Performance 

S Standard Performance 

N Performance Needs Improvement 

U Unacceptable Performance 

 

Homework Policy. Homework has a definite place in the learning process. Skill mastery in the basic and fundamental subjects is essen-

tial to the student if he/she is to attain the stature that the world, community and home expect. These study habits may originate in the 

school but must be developed in the home, on the studentôs own initiative and with the wholesome support of parents and community.  

As the student progresses into the higher grades, the need increases for extended study to attain competency as well as breadth and depth 
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of knowledge. In the natural development of a studentôs activities, the time necessary to complete homework becomes greater as the pu-

pil moves into areas of higher learning.   

 

Make-Up Work ï Elementary. Students are permitted to make up assignments and tests after absences. Students shall receive a zero for 

any assignment or test not made up within the allotted time. Students who are absent will receive the actual grade earned. Teacher(s) may 

assign additional work to ensure students who have been absent have sufficient opportunities to master the TEKS or to meet subject or 

course requirements. The assignments shall be based on the instructional objectives for the subject or course and may provide greater 

depth of subject matter than routine make-up work 

 

Make-Up Work ï BHS/BMS. Students are permitted to make up assignments and tests after absences. Teachers may require that stu-

dents turn in work prior to an extra-curricular activity. Students shall receive a zero for any assignment or test not made up within the 

allotted time. For every class day the student is absent, the student will have the same number of class days to make up the missed as-

signments. Students shall be permitted to take tests administered in any class missed because of absence.  For any class missed, the 

teacher may assign the student make-up work based on the instructional objectives for the subject or course and the needs of the individ-

ual student. Make-up work should be used in mastering the essential knowledge and skills or in meeting subject or course requirements. 

A student shall be responsible for obtaining and completing the make-up work in a satisfactory manner and within the time specified by 

the teacher. 

 

Late Projects. Teachers may assign a late penalty to any project turned in after the due date in accordance with previously established 

guidelines approved by the principal and disseminated to students. 

 

Unexcused Absences - BHS/BMS Only. An unexcused absence in a class will result in the loss of exam exemption for that class. The 

maximum grade for make-up work after an unexcused absence, other than truancy, shall be 70. Absence due to truancy will result in a 

grade of zero for work done that day as well as the loss of all exam exemptions. 

 

Suspension. The District shall not impose a grade penalty for make-up work after an absence because of suspension. 

 

Truancy. If the absence was unexcused due to truancy, the student may complete the work for correction, but it will be recorded as a 

grade of zero. 

 

Late Work. Late work is defined as work not turned in at the time specified by the teacher. 

 

Late Work ï Elementary. Department or grade level may accept late work; however, teachers may assign a late penalty. Students will 

be given an allotted amount of time to turn in late work.  Teachers will have the option of providing an alternative assignment. If the 

student does not turn the late work in within the allotted amount of time, the late work will not be accepted.  

 

Late Work ï Secondary. Late work may be accepted however; secondary teachers will provide additional information on class syllabus 

at the beginning of the course about grade penalties. 

 

Re-Do Work. At the discretion of a grade level/department, the teacher may provide a student one additional opportunity to re-do an 

assignment per six weeks. Department and grade level teachers will provide information in a course syllabus at the beginning of the 

course. 

 

Teacher Responsibilities. In order to ensure equity and consistency in the implementation of the schoolôs grading guidelines, each 

teacher will be responsible for: 

 Ensuring that the TEKS are taught 

 Evaluating student performance through a variety of assessment related to the TEKS 

 Ensuring that appropriate pacing occurs throughout the year 

 Ensure that all students have adequate opportunities to achieve the TEKS 

 Award grades based upon student progress toward the achievement of TEKS 

 Ensure a minimum # of grades recorded in the grade program 

 Utilize student progress reports and report cards to communicate student progress or lack of progress toward achievement 

 Ensure that grades are not reduced because of conduct, tardiness or other non-academic reasons, except where permitted by 

Board rules or statues. 

 Clearly communicate grading guidelines to parents and students. 

 

Recording Failing Grades - Elementary/BMS. The District shall record a 60 in the permanent record for any average numerical grade 

that is lower than 60 during the first two six-week grading periods of a semester. However, the comment section will report that the ac-

tual grade is below 60. During the third six-week grading period of a semester, the actual grade earned shall be recorded. The student can 

challenge passing the course by passing the TAKS exam at the end of the school year. 

 

Recording Failing Grades ï BHS. At BHS, the actual numerical average grade shall be recorded for each six weeks grading period, and 

the permanent record will reflect the semester average only. A student whose actual numerical average for the third six weeks is 85 or 
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above yet who failed the semester due to an average below 70 for the first and/or second six weeks may challenge the course by request-

ing credit by exam. 

 

Incomplete Grades. Under extenuating circumstances, a student may be given the grade of incomplete (I) for the course on their six-

weeks report card. Students must understand that a grade of ñIò is considered a failing grade under UIL guidelines until the appropriate 

make-up work is graded and recorded. Therefore, students who receive an ñIò on their report card will have no more than two (3) calen-

dar weeks to make up an incomplete grade unless there are further extenuating circumstances granted by the principal. UIL Guidelines: A 

student with an ñincompleteò grade is ineligible at the end of the seven-day grace period unless the ñIncompleteò was replaced with a 

passing grade prior to the end of the seven-day grace period. Students with an ñIncompleteò grade either within or beyond the end of the 

seven-day grace period may regain eligibility if the work is made up within two weeks of the end of the six weeks reporting period when 

the student received an ñIncompleteò. However, during the final seven days of the two-week allowance for making up work, the student 

is still ineligible to compete in any UIL-sanctioned activity.   

 

New Students/Transfer Grades. Students who are new to BISD may or may not bring transfer grades from a previous district. Campus 

administration will assist the teacher in determining the % of weight to be given due to the number of days enrolled and present for the 

student during that six weeks as to the final grade received.                          

 

Academic Dishonesty. Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary penalties and grade penal-

ties on assignments or tests. Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized 

communication between students during an examination. The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be 

based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee, taking into consideration written materials, 

observation, or information from students. 

 

Protecting Confidentiality of Grades. Under no circumstance shall students grade test papers, record grades of other students, or handle 

documents on which grades are recorded. 

 

Grade Books. The following grade book requirements should be observed: 

 All grade books must be compliant with state guidelines 

 Teacherôs names, course titles, and period numbers must be recorded 

 A legend is required in each grade book. Must designate weighted information 

 Absences must be recorded on appropriate days and documented as excused, unexcused, or extra-curricular. 

 Entry and withdrawal dates must be posted. 

 All students enrolled must be recorded, even if enrolled for one day. 

 Instructional modifications for students with disabilities must be documented to determine that the modifications recommended 

by the ARD/IEP committee 

 At the end of the school year, grade books must be on file in the registrarôs office or other location designated by the school 

principal. Elementary grade books should be retained for three years. 

 

Grading Calculations. The following information is printed on each computerized report card: 

 School Year 

 School Name 

 Principalôs Name 

 Teacherôs name, and 

 School Telephone number. 

 

 

 

Averages - Individual Subjects. The computer automatically calculates a final average for each subject if grades were reported in each 

of the six- six week grading cycles. A final average in a subject is determined by dividing the sum of the six-week numeric grades by the 

number of grading periods in which grades were reported. At middle school and high school additional calculations by semester would 

include the semester/final exam. 

 

 

 

Final Examination Exemptions - High School Only. Students must take one core curriculum exam each semester except for the 2nd 

semester for Seniors who may exempt all courses. Exemptions from taking final examinations will be allowed on the following bases 

only. 

1. Students must apply for the exemption in each class. The application must contain the approval of the parent, instructor, and 

principal, and must be filed in the principalôs office no later than two days before the final examination is scheduled. 

2. Freshman students may be exempted from only one final exam first semester and two final exams in the second semester. 

3. Sophomore students may be exempted from only three final exams first semester and four final exams in the second semester. 

4. Junior students may be exempted from only five final exams first semester and six final exams in the second semester. 

5. Senior students may be exempted from seven final exams first semester and all final exams in the second semester. 



 

Bandera ISD 2010-2011 Student Handbook (27) 
 

6. Exemptions from a particular final examination may be earned if the student has one of the following combinations of grades 

and attendance in that class: 

 

Semester Grade  Semester Absences 

(90-100) - A 3 or less 

(83-89) - B 2 or less 

(75-82) - B/C 1 or less 

 

7. Any absence in any class due to truancy shall cause a student to lose all exemptions. 

8. An unexcused absence will result in loss of exemption for that class. 

9. Three tardies to a class in the semester shall equal one unexcused absence in that class for the purpose of this policy. 

10. A student must have a clear record in the office (no fines, books turned in, etc.) before an exemption will be granted. 

11. If a student has been assigned to ISS or suspended more than twice or if his/her time assigned exceed 5 total days in a semester 

all exemptions will be forfeited. Any assignment to AEP will result in loss of all exemptions. 

 

Notice To Parents Of Unsatisfactory Grades/Excessive Absences. Senate Bill I and TEC 28, 022, states that parents or legal guardians 

MUST be notified at least once every 12 weeks of unsatisfactory grades.  In Bandera ISD, notice of progress reports shall be distributed 

to parents/legal guardians after the third week of the six weeksô grading period. 

 

Honor Roll - Elementary Honor Roll. At the elementary level, the determination of the criteria for eligibility for the Honor Roll is an 

elementary administrative decision followed at Alkek and Hill Country Elementary. The following specials classes do not count for Hon-

or Roll: PE, Art, Music, Library, Computer, and Conduct grades. 

 

Honor Roll - Secondary Honor Roll. At both the middle school and high school campus, all subjects count for Honor Roll. 

 

Promotion Standards. In 1997, the state legislature effectively ended social promotion in Texas. Schools now focus on providing spe-

cial help to students as soon as they begin to have difficulty with their academic progress, developing plans in order to diagnose academic 

deficiencies and employ appropriate instructional intervention early in the year.  Teachers encourage parents to help their children study 

more effectively.  District personnel recognize that students want to be successful and teachers and parents want to help them be success-

ful.  As soon as a studentôs performance indicates the student might fail, the classroom teachers and support staff at the school will take 

steps to help the student improve. Teachers will communicate with parents regarding student progress as soon as they see problems. Par-

ents need to remind their children of the importance of doing their best and asking for help when they do not understand. 

 

Student Success Initiative. A fifth grade student must pass both the TAKS Reading and Math exams in order to be advanced to the sixth 

grade; and an eighth grade student must pass both the TAKS Reading and Math exams in order to be advanced to the ninth grade. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Kindergarten. Teachers shall make recommendations based on the following criteria: 1) Mastery of objectives 

in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. 2) Social development and work habits. 3) TPRI results. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Grade 1-2. 1) An overall average of 70 or above (calculated by averaging yearly grades for reading, language 

arts, mathematic, social studies, and science/health). 2) A yearly average of 70 or above in mathematics. 3) A yearly average of 70 or 

above in reading. 4) A yearly average of 70 or above in language arts. 5) Testing requirements: Successful completion of a local assess-

ment in reading, math, and successful completion of the TPRI results. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Grade 3-5. 1) An overall average of 70 or above (calculated by averaging yearly grades for reading, language 

arts, mathematic, social studies, and science/health). 2) A yearly average of 70 or above in mathematics. 3) A yearly average of 70 or 

above in reading. 4) A yearly average of 70 or above in language arts. 5) A student must also meet the passing standard established by the 

State Board on the applicable assessment instrument in the subjects required under state law. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Grade 6-8. 1) An overall average of 70 or above (computed by averaging yearly grades for reading, language 

arts, mathematic, social studies, and science). 2) A yearly average of 70 or above in mathematics. 3) A yearly average of 70 or above in 

reading and language arts. 4) A yearly average of 70 or above in science. 5) A yearly average of 70 or above in social studies. A student 

must also meet the passing standard established by the State Board on the applicable assessment instrument in the subjects required under 

state law. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Grade 9-11. 1) Testing requirements: Students must meet minimum expectations (passing standards) for all 

state assessments (TAKS TELPAS). 2) Credits required for grade level classification - Sophomore (10th) 6 to 12 credits and entering 2nd 

year in an accredited high school - Junior (11th) 12 to 19 credits and entering third year in an accredited high school - Senior (12th) 19 or 

more credits and entering at least third year of high school and declaring their intent to graduate during the current school year. 

 

Promotion Guidelines ï Grade 12. 1) Student must meet all state and local graduation requirements. 

 

Report Cards. Written reports of student grades and absences are issued to parents at least once every six weeks.  At the end of the first 

three weeks of a grading period, the parent will be notified if the studentôs grade average is near or below 70 or below the expected level 

of performance.  If a student receives a six- week grade below a 70, a parent is requested to schedule a conference with the teacher. 
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Retention. The District recognizes that the retaining of students because of academic deficiencies is not an effective strategy.  Therefore, 

the District shall establish procedures designed to accelerate instruction for students with academic deficiencies to reduce retaining stu-

dents at a grade level.(EHBC) 

 

Kindergarten Retention. Students may not be retained in kindergarten unless requested by the parent and approved by the Campus 

Grade Placement Committee. 

 

Grade Placement Committee. The Grade Placement Committee (GPC) on each campus will make the decision on promotion for: 

 Students who failed any/all TAKS tests in a grade level but scores were very close to passing 

 Students whose failure was due to extenuating circumstances 

 Students who did not attend Optional Extended Year Services if suggested by Bandera ISD Campus Administration 

 Students whose parents request a review 

 The Grade Placement Committee must conclude that the student is likely to perform at grade level the following year and must 

specify interventions to be made to support the studentôs achievement. 

      

Graduation Plan. A Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) will be prepared for any student in a middle school or beyond who did not perform 

satisfactorily on a state-mandated assessment test or who is determined by the District as not likely to earn a high school diploma before 

the fifth school year following enrollment in grade 9. The PGP will be designed and implemented by a guidance counselor or staff mem-

ber designated by the principal. The Plan will identify the studentôs educational goals and include consideration of the parentôs educa-

tional expectations for the student. [Ed. Code 28.0212] 

 

Alternate Assessment Instrument Standards For Promotion Upon Appeal. If the parent initiates an appeal of his or her childôs reten-

tion following the studentôs failure to demonstrate proficiency after the third testing opportunity, the GPC shall  review all facts and cir-

cumstances in accordance with law and shall apply the following standards in deciding to promote or retain the student: (EIE-Local)  

1. Evidence of satisfactory student performance, including grades, portfolios, work samples, local assessments, or individual read-

ing or mathematics, diagnostic tests or inventories, as appropriate; 

2. Improvement in student test performance over the three testing opportunities, or; 

3. Extenuating circumstances that may have adversely affected the studentôs participation in either the required assessments or ac-

celerated instruction. 

 

If all members of the GPC agree that the student is likely to perform on grade level if given additional accelerated instruction during the 

following school year, the student shall be promoted. Whether the GPC decided to promote or to retain a student in this manner, the 

committee shall determine an accelerated instruction plan for the student for the following school year, providing for interim reports to 

the studentôs parent and opportunities for the parent to consult with the teacher or principal as needed. The principal or designee shall 

monitor the studentôs progress during the following school year to ensure that he or she is progressing in accordance with the plan. (EIE-

Local) 

 

Transfer Students. When a student transfers into the District having failed to demonstrate proficiency on applicable assessment instru-

ments after two testing opportunities, a GPC shall convene for that student.  The GPC shall review any available records of decision re-

garding testing and accelerated instruction from the previous district and determine an accelerated instruction plan for the student. If a 

parent initiates an appeal for promotion when a student transfers into the District, having failed to demonstrate proficiency after three 

testing opportunities, the GPC shall review any available records of decisions regarding testing, accelerated instruction, retention, or 

promotion from the previous district and issue a decision in accordance with the Districtôs standards for promotion. (EIE-Local) 

 

Transfer Of Grades And Absences. The counting of all absences, excused and unexcused, begins with the day a student is enrolled in a 

Bandera ISD school for the first time for that school year. If a student transfers from one BISD school to another during the school year, 

all absences, both excused and unexcused should be transferred with the student. Likewise, it is the responsibility of the school to com-

bine current grades with grades reported by the sending school. Grades must be given if a student has been in attendance for ten (10) days 

or more. 

 

Assignment Of Retained Students. In the event a student is not promoted to the next grade level, the District shall assign the student 

nevertheless to an age-appropriate campus, unless: 

1. The studentôs parent requests that the student be assigned to the same or similar campus setting; or 

2. The studentôs GPC determines that it would be in the studentôs best interest to be assigned to the same or a similar campus set-

ting. criteria to be considered for this decision may include: 

a. Recommendations from the studentôs teachers 

b. Observed social and emotional development of the student (EIE-Local) 

 

Optional Extended Year Program. The Optional Extended Year (OEY) program will be reviewed annually by campus and district 

administrators to determine if funds will be used to hold an extended 30 day program or an after-school four week summer program for 

students in elementary, middle school and ninth grade who do not meet promotion standards. A student cannot be required to attend 

summer school.  The OEY program is provided to give students who did not meet promotion standards the opportunity to avoid retention.  

It is the studentôs option whether or not to take advantage of this opportunity. Students who fail to achieve promotion but cannot attend 
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the district OEY program may appeal their promotion status to the Grade Placement Committee provided there is acceptable rationale to 

support not attending the OEY program. 

 

UIL Guidelines ï Effect on Eligibility. 1st Day of School Students who have successfully completed the previous grade level are eligi-

ble (junior high students must have been promoted; high school students must have earned sufficient number of credits during previous 

12 months-see SIDE-BY-SIDE). NO student may regain eligibility during the first six weeks grading period. 

 

 

Aug 23 - Oct 1 10-Sep 16-Sep   1-Oct 7-Oct 8-Oct 

              

2nd SIX WEEKS             

Oct 4 - Nov 12 22-Oct 28-Oct 29-Oct 12-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 

              

3rd SIX WEEKS             

Nov 15 - Jan 14 3-Dec 9-Dec 10-Dec 14-Jan 20-Jan 21-Jan 

              

4th SIX WEEKS             

Jan 17 - Feb 25 4-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 25-Feb 3-Mar  4-Mar  

              

5th SIX WEEKS             

Feb 28 - April 15  25-Mar  31-Mar  1-Apr  15-Apr  21-Apr  22-Apr  

          
June 3 Report 

Cards Mailed   
  

6th SIX WEEKS            

April 18 - June 3 6-May 12-May 13-May 3-Jun    

             

       

* 7 Day Wait Period:  At the close of school on this date, students can regain eligibili-
ty as determined by grades(must be passing all classes to regain eligibility) 

       
** 7 Day Wait Period:  At the close of school on this date, students maintain, regain or 

lose eligiblity as determined by grades.   

       WINTER BREAK:  ALL STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBILE FROM THE BEGINNING TO 
THE END OF WINTER BREAK 

       SPRING BREAK: ALL STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FROM THE BEGINNING TO 
THE END OF SPRING BREAK 

 

 

 

GRADUATION ACTIVITIES  
 

Students who have satisfactorily completed all coursework requirements for graduation but have failed to meet applicable exit-level test-

ing requirements shall be allowed to participate in commencement activities and ceremonies. 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

In order to graduate from high school in Bandera ISD, a student must successfully complete a certain number of units and pass an exami-

nation of basic skills. The State of Texas requires all students to complete a certain series of courses. Three-year graduates must apply to 

the counselor by August of the year they plan to graduate. Vocational Adjustment Class (Special Education) students are not eligible for 

three-year graduation program. Bandera ISD encourages students to take math and science courses each year in high school, but Bandera 

ISD requires that all students complete a math and science class during their junior year. 
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GRADUATION REQUIRED COURSES [4 X 4 Plan] 
All students must meet the following credit and course requirements for graduation under the programs listed: 

 
Courses Number of credits Mini-

mum Program 
Number of credits 

Recommended 
Program 

Number of credits 
Advanced/ 

Distinguished 
Achievement 

Program 

English/Language Arts 
 

4 4 4 

Mathematics 3 4 4 

Science 2 4 4 

Social Studies 2.5 3.5 3.5 

Economics 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Physical Education 1 1 1 

Speech 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Language other than Eng-
lish 

 2 3 

Fine Arts 1 [effective for grade 9 in 
2010-2011 school year 
and thereafter] 

1 1 

Academic Elective One credit 
Must be selected from W. 
History, W Geography or 
any SBOE approved 
science course. (If substi-
tuting Chemistry or Phys-
ics for IPC, must use the 
other as academic elective 
credit here.) 

None None 

Electives 6.5 5.5 credits 6.5 credits 

Miscellaneous   Completion of 4 Advanced 
Measures 

TOTAL *22 credits *26 credits *28 credits 

 

 
Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area, along with a description of advanced measures avail-

able to students in the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program will be distributed to students annually in order to enroll in courses 

for the upcoming school year. A course description manual is available on www.banderaisd.net 

 

*Fifth-year seniors will be completing graduation requirements during the 2010-2011 school year that have been in place prior to their 

enrollment in the ninth grade before the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

Special Education. Upon the recommendation of the ARD committee after involvement of the parent, a student in special education may 

be permitted to graduate under the provisions of his or her IEP. 

 

Transfer Students. A student transferring to Bandera High School from a school that offers only 6 or 7 periods per day will receive 

special consideration. Specific information may be obtained from the principal or counselor. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL TELEVISION  
 

Through a contract with Whittle Communications, Bandera ISD provides the opportunity for students in grades 6-8 to view a twelve-

minute educational program on current events and news items, two minutes of which contain commercial advertising. A parent who pre-

fers that his or her child not view any commercial broadcast at school should notify the principal. An appropriate alternative supervised 

assignment will be made for the student. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES  
 

Questioning of students. When law enforcement officers or other lawful authorities wish to question or interview a student at school: 

 The principal/designee will verify and record the identity of the officer/authority and ask for an explanation of the need to ques-

tion or interview the student at school. 

 The principal/designee ordinarily will make reasonable efforts to notify the parents unless the interviewer rises what the prin-

cipal/designee considers to be a valid objection. If the legal authority will not allow the school administrator to contact the par-

ent, the authority must sign the BISD form for interviewing a student without notification. 

 The principal/designee ordinarily will be present unless the interviewer rises what the principal/designee considers to be a valid 

objection. 

 The principal/designee will cooperate fully regarding the conditions of the interview, if the questioning or interview is part of a 

child abuse investigation. 

 

Students taken into Custody. State law requires the District to permit a student to be taken into legal custody: 

 The principal/designee will verify the officerôs identity and to the best of his/her ability verify the officialôs authority to take 

custody of the student. The administrator will attempt to notify the parent by all phone numbers listed on the student emergency 

card unless the officer or other authorized person rises what the principal/designee considers to be a valid objection to notifying 

the parents. Because the principal/designee does not have the authority to prevent or delay a custody action, notification could 

be after the fact. 

 

Questioning of alleged students or witnesses. School administrators will interview the witness and ñallegedò student who committed 

act. Witnesses and alleged student will be informed that a written statement is a legal document. 

 

Parent Discipline Notification. School administrators will mail copies of student discipline referrals for major offenses unless the parent 

requests that all notifications be mailed. 

 

INSURANCE 
 

At the beginning of the school year, the District will make available to students and parents a low-cost student accident insurance pro-

gram. Premiums will be paid by the parent and submitted through the principal's office, and the parent directly to the insurance company 

will submit claims. Bandera ISD is not responsible for costs of treating injuries nor does the District assume liability for any other costs 

associated with an injury. Before participating in a school-sponsored trip outside the District or in school-sponsored athletics, students 

and parents must have (1) purchased the student accident insurance, (2) shown proof of other accident insurance, or (3) signed a form 

rejecting the insurance offer. 

 

LIBRARY  
 

 The school library provides students with books, electronic databases, and other materials for study.  A student is responsible for all 

materials he or she borrows and will be expected to pay for lost or damaged materials.  The following regulations apply: 

 

1. A student must have a teacher or librarian-issued pass to come to the library at any time during the school day. 

2. Once in the library, a student should stay until the time designated by the teacher to return to class. 

3. Students may use the library to study, to research, or to read - school assigned activities take top priority. Students not working 

on priority projects will be sent back to class. 

4. Students must follow the Districtôs Acceptable Use Policy when accessing computers. 

5. Books may be checked out for a two-week period. 

6. Reference books, except for the newest editions of encyclopedias and periodicals, may be checked out for overnight use only. 

7. Fines for overdue books at the secondary campuses will be charged after the book is due with a one-day grace period. The charge 

is $.10 a day, excluding weekends and holidays with a maximum fine of $2.00. The due date may be found on the "Date Due" 

slip in each book. 

8. Students who return books with damages will be charged a fee as determined by the librarian on the basis of age and condition of 

books returned damaged. All previously charged damages shall be noted on the inside cover of the book. 

9. Students who lose a book will be charged all replacement costs. 

10. Failure to return books or pay fines and losses will result in the holding of the student's records. 

11. Food and drinks are not allowed in the library. 

12. Campus library hours: Hill Country, 7:15 to 3:15; Alkek, 7:30 to 3:45; Middle School, 7:30 to 4:00; High School, 7:30 to 4:30 

(and later as needed). 

 

NETBOOK PARENT AND STUDENT AGREEMENT  

 
At all times, the legal title to the netbook is maintained by Bandera ISD. Your right of possession and use is limited to and conditioned 

upon your full and complete compliance with this Agreement and the Bandera ISD Electronic Communication and Data Management 

System Acceptable Use Policy. If you do not fully comply in a timely manner with all terms of this Agreement and the Bandera ISD 
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Electronic Communication and Data Management System Acceptable Use Policy, including the timely return of the property, Bandera 

ISD shall be entitled to declare you in default and come to your place of residence, or other location, to take possession of the netbook. 

 

Right of Inspection:  Because the netbook remains District-owned property, and because it is to be used for school purposes only, Ban-

dera ISD reserves the right to inspect the netbook at any time with or without reason. Students and parents are advised that there is NO 

expectation of 

privacy with respect to information stored on the netbook. 

 

Authorized Use:  Bandera ISD issues the netbook to students for use in connection with legitimate school district related work and to 

facilitate communication between students and school district staff. 

 

 

Students are directed not to: 

1. Communicate on social networking sites 

2. Communicate in chat rooms 

3. Share passwords 

4. Loan the netbook to others 

5. Violate trademark, copyright or license laws 

6. Use profane, obscene, abusive or offensive language 

7. Possess or distribute pornographic, obscene or sexually explicit materials 

8. Download or transmit multiplayer games, music or video files 

9. Access or attempt to access otherôs materials, information or files without permission 

10. Create, upload or transmit computer viruses 

11. Attempt to defeat computer or network security 

12. Install software to the netbook without written authorization from school district personnel 

13. Uninstall original software from the netbook 

 

 

 

Consequences:   Students and parents are advised that use of the netbook in violation of this Agreement may result in additional discip-

linary consequences against the student in addition to the required surrender of the netbook. If you have questions regarding the intended 

use of the netbook, please consult with school district personnel. 

 

Loss or Damage:  If the property is damaged, lost, or stolen, you are responsible for the reasonable cost of repair or its fair market value 

on the date of loss. Loss or theft of the property must be reported to Bandera ISD by the next school day after the occurrence, and a copy 

of the 

police report must be provided to the district. 

 

Term of Agreement:  Your right to use and possess the netbook terminates no later than the last day of the school year, unless otherwise 

terminated earlier by Bandera ISD, or upon withdrawal from Bandera ISD. 

  

At all times, the legal title to the netbook is maintained by Bandera ISD. Your right of possession and use is limited to and conditioned 

upon your full and complete compliance with the BISD Agreement and the Bandera ISD Electronic Communication and Data Manage-

ment System Acceptable Use Policy. If  a BISD student does  not fully comply in a timely manner with all terms of this Agreement and 

the Bandera ISD Electronic Communication and Data Management System Acceptable Use Policy, including the timely return of the 

property, Bandera ISD shall be entitled to declare you in default and come to your place of residence, or other location, to take possession 

of the netbook. 

 

Right of Inspection:  Because the netbook remains District-owned property, and because it is to be used for school purposes only, Ban-

dera ISD reserves the right to inspect the netbook at any time with or without reason. Students and parents are advised that there is NO 

expectation of  

privacy with respect to information stored on the netbook. 

 

Authorized Use:  Bandera ISD issues the netbook to students in designated grade levels as determined by the district for use in connec-

tion with legitimate school district related work and to facilitate communication between students and school district staff. 

 

Students are directed not to: 

1. Communicate on social networking sites, 

2. Communicate in chat rooms, 

3. Share passwords, 

4. Loan the netbook to others, 

5. Violate trademark, copyright or license laws, 

6. Use profane, obscene, abusive or offensive language, 

7. Possess or distribute pornographic, obscene or sexually explicit materials, 

8. Download or transmit multiplayer games, music or video files, 
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9. Access or attempt to access otherôs materials, information or files without permission, 

10. Create, upload or transmit computer viruses, 

11. Attempt to defeat computer or network security, 

12. Install software to the netbook without written authorization from school district personnel, or uninstall original software from 

the netbook 

 

 
MILITARY FAMILY ACCOMODATIONS  

 

 Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requirements, including: 

 Immunization requirements. 

 Grade level, course, or educational program placement. 

 Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities. 

 Graduation requirements 

 

In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent related to leave or deployment activities may be 

excused by the district. 

 

 

OUT OF TOWN TRIPS 
 

The reputation of the District goes with every school group on every school trip. All school rules apply on school-related trips.  At the 

discretion of the principal, any student who has been assigned ñIn-School Suspensionò or more serious punishment may be denied per-

mission to participate in a co-curricular trip. When athletic teams, spirit organizations, and other groups participate in contests, all mem-

bers are expected to go and return on school transportation. Students are expected to display good sportsmanship. Students may ride 

home with their parents or, at the parents' written request, with another responsible adult. In either case, the student and the person with 

whom he or she is leaving must notify the sponsor in person when they leave. 

 

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT  
 

Research indicates that parent involvement activities increase student academic success. Parent involvement activities are hosted through 

out the school year by BISD staff. Both experience and research tell us that a childôs education succeeds best when there is good commu-

nication and a strong partnership between home and school. Your involvement in this partnership may include: [Policy EF] 

 Discuss with the counselor or principal any questions you may have about the options and opportunities available to your child 

 Reviewing the requirements of the graduation programs with your child, if your child is entering ninth grade. 

 Monitoring our childôs academic progress and contacting teachers as needed. 

 Attending scheduled conferences and requesting additional conferences as needed 

 Becoming a school volunteer. 

 Participating in campus parent organizations 

 Serving as a parent representative on the district-level or campus-level planning committees, assisting in the development of 

educational goals and plans to improve student achievement. 

 Serving on the School Health Advisory Council (SHAC), Campus Improvement Committees, or District Improvement Com-

mittee 

 Attending board meetings to learn more about district operations.. 

 

 

PARENT INVOLVMENT COORDINATOR  
 

The Parent Involvement coordinator, who works with parents of students participating in Title I programs is Tracy Thayer and may be 

contacted at 796-6300. 

 

PARENTAL RIGHTS  
 

Obtaining Information and Protecting Student Rights 

 

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any survey, analysis or evaluation-funded in whole or in part by 

the U.S. Department of Education-that concerns: 

 Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the studentôs parent. 

 Mentor or psychological problems of the student or the studentôs family. 

 Sexual behavior or attitudes. 
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 Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior. 

 Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family relationship. 

 Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers, physicians, and ministers. 

 Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents. 

 Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine the studentôs eligibility to participate in a 

special program or to receive financial assistance under such a program. 

 

You will be able to inspect the survey or other instruction. Policy EF [legal] 

 

Opting Out: of Surveys and Activities 

 

As a parent, you have a right to receive notice of and deny permission for your childôs participation in: 

Any survey concerning the private information listed above, regardless of funding. 

School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information gathered from your child for the purpose of market-

ing or selling that information. 

Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a condition of attendance, administered and scheduled by the 

school in advance and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student. Exceptions are hearing, vision, or scoliosis 

screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under state law. [Policy EF and FFAA] 

 

As a parent, you may inspect a survey created by a third party before the survey is administered or distributed to your child. 

 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
 

To reduce loss and theft of personal property, it is strongly suggested that the student keep up with his or her own property items. Skate-

boards, MP3ôs, iPODS, laptops recorder devices should not be brought to school without special permission from the campus administra-

tion.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 

To request that your child be excused from participation in the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag and 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag. The request must be in writing. State law does not allow your student to be excused from par-

ticipation in the required moment of silence or silent activity that follows. (Policy EC) 

 

PEST CONTROL/ASBESTOS INFORMATION/TOBACCO PROHIBITED  
 

Pest Control. The District periodically applies pesticides inside buildings. Except in an emergency, signs will be posted 48 hours before 

application. Parents who want to be notified prior to pesticide application inside their childôs school assignment area may contact the 

principal. 

  

Asbestos Plan. The Districtôs Asbestos Management Plan designed to be in compliance with state and federal regulations, is available at 

the maintenance department. If you have questions, please contact the Bandera ISD Maintenance Coordinator at 796-6212. 

 

Tobacco Prohibited. The District and its staff strictly enforce prohibitions against the use of tobacco products by students and others on 

school property or at school-sponsored or school-related events. A person under 18 years of age is prohibited from possessing, purchas-

ing, consuming or accepting a tobacco product. Texas law states that óa minor in possession of tobacco products or cigarettes may face up 

to a $250.00 fine, and possible loss of their driverôs license as well as be required to attend an 8 hour tobacco awareness class.ô (SB55, 

1977) Students 18 years old and older are not permitted to possess or consume tobacco products on school property or at school events. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

In order to take physical education in the Middle School or High school, a student must wear appropriate physical education clothing. 

The types of clothing that are appropriate and the PE instructor will announce the specific amount of the fee at the beginning of the seme-

ster. A Middle School or High School student is required to suit up for and shower after every PE class unless excused by the teacher in 

charge.  A student may be excused from PE activities for medical reasons for a period not to exceed three days if he or she brings a note 

from a parent. In order to be excused from PE activities for a longer period, a student may be required to bring a note from a physician or 

health clinic. A student who does not have the required PE clothing or who does not suit up for other reasons may be given other assign-

ments, which, if not completed, will result in a zero being given to the student for the day. High School students may substitute the fall 

semester of Band for one-half unit of the PE credits required for graduation. 

 

Physical Activity for Students in Elementary and Middle School. Bandera Middle School is on a block schedule therefore students at 

these grade levels, must engage in at least 225 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical activity within a two-week period for at least 

four semesters. In accordance with TEC 28.002, all students enrolled in full-day kindergarten or grades 1-8 are required to participate in 

ñstructures physical activityò for a minimum of either 30 minutes daily or 135 minutes weekly under the following conditions: 

1. Participation must be in a TEKS-based physical education class or a TEKS based structured activity and 
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2. Each school district shall establish procedures for providing the required physical activity that must consider the health-related 

education needs of the student and the recommendations of the local health advisory council. 

 

Fitnessgram. Every public school student must participate in the Fitnessgram assessment. This assessment is composed of several meas-

ures of fitness: aerobic capacity, measured by a one mile run/walk or a paced activity at elementary; muscle strength and endurance, 

measured by short sessions of pushups, curl ups and trunk lifts, flexibility measured by a shoulder stretch; and body mass composition, 

generated through height and weight data. Reports generated by this assessment will be sent home with the students for parent informa-

tion. If a parent does not receive the information, contact your campus office to request a copy. Yearly reports will allow parents to eva-

luate their studentôs fitness over time. Fitnessgram assessments will only be used as a method of tracking overall student fitness and will 

not impact student grades, For more information on Fitnessgram and its background, access www.fitnessgram.net/faqparents/. 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS  
 

A student who wishes to participate in the UIL athletic program must submit a school physical examination form from a licensed physi-

cian indicating that the student is physically able to participate in the program.  This completed form is required for each year of Middle 

School and High School participation. 

 

PORTFOLIO  
 

All High School students are required to keep and update a portfolio.  Each year the portfolio will be considered a major grade and will 

be assessed in their classes. Students who complete portfolio requirements that earns a grade of 70 or higher during their junior and se-

nior year will earn .5 local credit per year. This credit will be posted on the studentôs transcript.  

 

POSTERS 
 

The principal or designee must first approve signs and posters that a student wishes to display.  Posters displayed without authorization 

will be removed.  Any student who posts printed material without prior approval will be subject to disciplinary action. 

 

PROTECTION OF STUDENT RIGHTS  
 

Parents have the right to inspect all instructional materials to be used in connection with a survey, analysis, or evaluation of information 

in any area below. In order to ensure that parent and student rights are protected, the school will ask for written parental consent before 

allowing a student to participate when an educational program requires such information.  

 

RELEASE OF STUDENTS FROM SCHOOL 
 

A student will not be released from school at times other than regular dismissal hours except with the principal's permission or according 

to the campus sign-out procedures. The teacher will determine that permission has been granted before allowing the student to leave. 

 

REQUESTING QUALIFICATIONS OF STAFF  
 

You may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your childôs teachers, including whether a teacher has met state 

qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the teacher 

has an emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements have been waived; and undergraduate and graduate 

degree majors, graduate certifications, and the field of study of the certification or degree. You also have the right to request information 

about the qualifications of any paraprofessional who may provide services to your child. 

 

SATURDAY SCHOOL  
 

A student in grades 1-12 may be assigned to Saturday School for violations of the Student Code of Conduct, to make up work missed due 

to a suspension, or to comply with requirements of the attendance committee. Saturday School is held at a designated location on each 

campus. Each campus assigns times. The door is locked at the beginning time and late students are considered to have missed Saturday 

School. If a student leaves prior to the end, he or she is considered to have missed Saturday School. A student is required to have suffi-

cient materials (pencils, pens, paper) to complete all assigned work. If sufficient materials are not brought to Saturday School, credit may 

be denied for that day. When a student is assigned to Saturday School, attendance is mandatory. If a student misses Saturday School, the 

student will be assigned to the next two scheduled Saturday Schools.  

 

SCHOOL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL  

 

During the preceding school year, the districtôs School Health Advisory Council held four meetings. Additional information regarding the 

districtôs School Health Advisory council is available from Director of Federal Programs at 796-3313. 
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SCHOOL PROPERTY 
 

Band uniforms and instruments, athletic equipment, theatre arts costumes, calculators, and other property that belongs to the school that a 

student is allowed to use becomes the responsibility of that student. A student is responsible for the care of the property and is responsi-

ble for turning in the property in good condition and in a timely manner upon the teacher or sponsor request. A student's records may be 

held until all school property is turned in. Damage to school equipment can be the financial responsibility of the student and parent. 

 

SAFETY TRANSFERS 
 

As a parent, you have a right: 

 

To request the transfer of your child to another classroom or campus if your child has been determined by the board or its designee to 

have been a victim of bullying as the term is defined by Education Code 25.0341. Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another 

campus. [Policy FDB] 

To request the transfer of your child to attend a safe public school in the district if your child attends school at a campus identified by 

TEA as persistently dangerous or if your child has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at school or on school grounds.  

To request the transfer of your child to another campus if your child has been the victim of a sexual assault by another student assigned to 

the same campus, whether that assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has been convicted of or placed on deferred adjudica-

tion for that assault. [Policy DE] 

 

SEARCHES  
 

Trained Dogs. Bandera ISD uses specially trained dogs to sniff out and alert to the presence of prohibited items, illicit drugs, alcohol, 

guns, and gunpowder. Visits to schools are unannounced. Lockers and vehicles parked on school property may be sniffed at any time 

whether or not students are present. If contraband of any kind is found, the student shall be subject to disciplinary action and referred to 

legal authorities, if appropriate. 

 

Student Desks and Lockers. Studentôs desks and lockers are school property and remain under the control and jurisdiction of the school 

even when assigned to an individual student.  Students are fully responsible for the security and contents of the assigned desks and lock-

ers. Students must be certain that the locker is locked and that the combination is not available to others. Searches of desks or lockers 

may be conducted any time there is reasonable cause to believe that they contain articles or materials prohibited by District policy, 

whether or not a student is present. The parent will be notified if any prohibited items are found in the studentôs desk or locker. 

 

SERVICE CONTACTS 
 

In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination, the District makes the following statement: 

 Bandera ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, gender, sex, or disability in providing 

education services, activities and programs, including vocational programs, in accordance with the Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendment of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

as amended. 

 

The following District staff members have been designated to coordinate compliance with these requirements: 

 Title IX Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of sex: Kevin Dyes 

 Section 504 Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of disability: Tracy Thayer 

 All other concerns: Superintendent: Kevin Dyes 

 Services for the Homeless and for Title I Participants: Tracy Thayer 

 Parent Involvement Coordinator for Title I Parent Programs: Tracy Thayer 

 Services for Students with Disabilities: Patricia Galm 

 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT  
 

The District believes that every student has the right to attend District schools and school-related activities free from all forms of discrim-

ination on the basis of sex, including sexual harassment. The District considers sexual harassment of students to be serious and will con-

sider the full range of disciplinary options, up to and including expulsion, according to the nature of the offense. A student and/or parent 

in a conference may present a complaint that alleges sexual harassment by another student or sexual harassment or sexual abuse by a staff 

member with the principal or designee or with the Superintendent. The conference will be scheduled and held as soon as possible within 

five days of the request. The principal or Superintendent will coordinate an appropriate investigation, which ordinarily will be completed 

within 10 days. If the resolution by the Superintendent or designee is not satisfactory, the student or parent may present the complaint to 

the Board as provided by policy. 

 

Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation. The district believes that all students learn best in an environment free 

from dating violence, discrimination, harassment, and retaliation and that their welfare is best served when they are free this prohibited 

conduct while attending school. Students are expected to treat other students and district employees with courtesy and respect: to avoid 
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behaviors known to be offensive; and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop. District employees are expected to treat students 

with courtesy and respect. {Policy FFH} 

 

Dating Violence. Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating relationship uses physical, sexual, verbal, or emotion-

al abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in the relationship. This type of conduct is considered harassment if the 

conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the studentôs ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or 

activity; creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially interferes with the studentôs 

academic performance. Examples of dating violence against a student may include, but are not limited to, physical or sexual assaults, 

name-calling, put-downs, threats to hurt the student or the studentôs family members or members of the studentôs household, destroying 

property belonging to the student, threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the relationship, attempts to isolate the stu-

dent from friends and family, stalking, or encouraging others to engage in these behaviors. 

 

Discrimination. Discrimination is defined as any conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national ori-

gin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law that negatively affects the student. 

 

Retaliation. Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report of discrimination or harassment, including dating violence is 

prohibited. Retaliation against a person who is participating in an investigation of alleged discrimination or harassment is also prohibited. 

A person who makes a false claim or offers false statement or refuses to cooperate with a district investigation, however, may be subject 

to appropriate discipline.  Retaliation does not include petty slights and annoyances from other students or negative comments from a 

teacher that are justified by a studentôs poor academic performance in the classroom. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

 

Bandera ISD provides special programs for gifted and talented students, bilingual students, dyslexic students, and for those with disabili-

ties. A student or parent with questions about these programs should contact the principal; the coordinator of each program can answer 

questions about eligibility requirements and programs and services offered in the District or by other organizations. The designated per-

son to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learning difficulties or a referral for evaluation for special education is Patricia 

Galm at 796-6210. If a student is receiving special education services at a campus outside his or her attendance zone, the parent or guar-

dian may request that any other student residing in the household be transferred to the same campus, if the appropriate grade level for the 

transferring student is offered on that campus.  

 

STUDENT OFFICES AND ELECTIONS  
 

Class officers and student council members are self-nominated and elected by a majority vote of class members. Officers of school or-

ganizations are elected by a majority vote of the organization's members. Campaigning for school-wide positions will consist only of 

placing posters, which have been approved by the principal, on the walls of the main hallway. Positions vacated during the school year, 

which are not governed by rules of ascendancy, will remain vacant for the remainder of the year. If a student resigns a position, he or she 

will not be allowed to regain the position until the next regular election. Student Council members, editors, cheerleaders, the Band drum 

major, all class, organization, and club officers, and Mr. and Miss BHS are considered leadership positions and carry with them several 

special requirements. To be elected to a leadership position, a student must have no failing grade for the semester immediately preceding 

the election. In addition, a student must have at least a 70 average of all grades, excluding P.E., for the semester immediately preceding 

the election. 

 

Class favorites and Mr. and Miss BHS are social positions for which candidates need not meet grade requirements. These positions are 

elected by plurality vote. Students holding leadership positions should exhibit school spirit and self-discipline. They should cooperate 

with school personnel, school policy, and civil law. Students in violation of these guidelines may be removed from the office or ballot for 

any leadership position for a probationary period of not less than three weeks. However, students will not be prevented from seeking 

leadership positions if the violation occurs during the previous school year. The class and organization sponsors have their own rules, 

regulations, constitution, and/or bylaws, which may set even higher standards for acceptable student behavior. These may supersede the 

general policy. All decisions regarding eligibility, probation, or dismissal will be the responsibility of the sponsor and principal. 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 
 

A student's school records are confidential and are protected from unauthorized inspection or use. By law, both parents, whether married, 

separated, or divorced, have access to the records of a student who is under 18 or a dependent for tax purposes.  A parent whose rights 

have been legally terminated will be denied access to the records if the school is given a copy of the court order terminating these rights. 

The principal is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school and for students who have withdrawn or 

graduated.  

 

Certain officials from various governmental agencies may have limited access to the records. Bandera ISD forwards a student's records, 

including disciplinary records with respect to suspension or expulsion, on request and without prior parental consent to a school in which 

a student seeks or intends to enroll. Records are also released in accordance with court order or lawfully issued subpoena. Unless the 

subpoena is issued for law enforcement purposes and the subpoena orders that its contents, existence, or the information sought not be 

disclosed, the District will make a reasonable effort to notify the parent or eligible student in advance of compliance. Parental consent is 

required to release the records to anyone else. When the student reaches 18 years of age or enters a postsecondary educational institution 
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an any age (eligible student), only the student has the right to consent to release the records. Certain information about Bandera ISD stu-

dents is considered directory information and will be released to anyone who follows procedures for requesting it, unless the parent ob-

jects to the release of any or all directory information about the child. This objection must be made in writing to the principal within ten 

days after the issuance of this handbook. Directory information includes:  a student's name, address, telephone number, date and place of 

birth, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance, 

awards received in school, and most recent previous school attended. 

 

Display of your childôs artwork, projects, and other special work products. As a parent, if you choose that your childôs artwork, 

special projects, photographs and the like not be displayed to the community on the Districtôs Web site, in printed material, by video, or 

any other method of communication, you must notify the principal in writing. FERPA provides that an LEA that receives Department 

funds may not have a policy or practice of denying parents the right to: 

 Inspect and review education records (34 CFR 99.10) 

 Seek to amend education records (34 CFR 99.20, 99.21 and 99.22) 

 Consent to the disclosure of personally identifiable information from education records except as specified by law (34 CFR 

99.30 and 99.31) 

 To request information regarding the professional qualifications of your childôs teachers, including whether the teacher has met 

state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. A par-

ent also has the right to request information about the qualifications of any paraprofessional who may provide services to your 

child. (NCLB) 

 To review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids and instructional materials used in the curriculum and to ex-

amine tests that have been administered to your child. 

 To review your childôs student records when needed: attendance records, test scores, grades, disciplinary records, counseling 

records, psychological records, applications for admissions, health and immunization information, other medical records, 

teacher and counselor evaluations, reports of behavioral patterns, and state assessment instruments that have been administered 

to your child. 

 To grant or deny any written request from the District to make a videotape or voice recording of your child. State law, however, 

permits the school to make a videotape or voice recording without parental permission for the following circumstances. 

 When it is to be used for school safety; 

 When it relates to classroom instruction or a co-curricular of extracurricular activity; or 

 When it relates to media coverage of the school. 

 To remove your child temporarily from the classroom if an instructional activity in which your child is scheduled to participate 

conflicts with your religious or moral beliefs. The removal cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and may not extend for 

an entire semester. Further, your child must satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as determined by the school and by 

TEA. 

 To request that your child be excuse from participation in the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States 

flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag.  The request must be in writing. State law does not allow your child to be 

excused from participation in the required moment of silence or silent activity that follows. 

 To request that your child be excused from recitation of a portion of the Declaration of Independence. State law requires stu-

dents in social studies classes in grades 3-12 to recite a portion of the text of the Declaration of Independence during Celebrate 

Freedom Week unless [1] you provide a written statement requesting that your child be excused, [2] the District determines that 

your child has a conscientious objection to the recitation, or [3] you are a representative of a foreign government to whom the 

US government extends diplomatic immunity. 

 To request in writing, if you are a non-custodial parent, that you be provided for the remainder of the school year a copy of any 

written notice usually provided to a parent related to misconduct that may involve placement in a Disciplinary Alternative Edu-

cation Program (DAEP) or expulsion. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION RECORDS  
 

Parents of a student with disabilities who has been provided special education services by the District will be notified when any informa-

tion that specifically identifies the student is no longer needed.  If the parent requests destruction of the information and the time estab-

lished by law for retention has expired, the records will be destroyed.  However, if the retention period established by law has not ex-

pired, the material will be deleted from the records but the records will be maintained until the time has expired. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION GRADUATION INFORMATION  
 

Upon the recommendation of the admission, review, and dismissal [ARD] committee, a student with disabilities may be permitted to 

graduate under the provision of his or her IEP. 

 

A student who receives special education services and has completed four years of high school, but has not met the requirements of his or 

her IEP, may participate in graduation ceremonies and receive a certificate of attendance. Even if the student participates in graduation 

ceremonies to receive the certificate of attendance, he or she may remain enrolled to complete the IEP and earn his or her high school 

diploma; however, the student will  only be allowed to participate in one graduation ceremony. 
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STEROIDS 
 

Parents and student should be aware that state law prohibits students from possessing, dispensing, delivering, or administering an anabol-

ic steroid. Anabolic steroids are for medical use only, and only a physician can prescribe use. Under state law, body building, muscle 

enhancement, or the increase of muscle bulk or strength through the use of an anabolic steroid or human growth hormone by a healthy 

student is not a valid medical use and is a criminal offense. 

 

STUDENTôS RIGHT TO PRAY 
 

Each student has a right to individually, voluntarily, and silently pray or meditate in school in a manner that does not disrupt the instruc-

tional or other activities of the school. The school will not require, encourage, or coerce a student to engage in or refrain from such prayer 

or meditation during any school activity. 

 

STUDENT SCHEDULES 
 

Each student is charged with the responsibility to study the graduation requirements and to assist the counselor in reaching his or her 

objectives. During the early part of each semester, it is always necessary to do some changing of classes. In elementary, some adjust-

ments may be required due to state mandated class size of 22:1. Despite all planning, there will be too many students in some classes and 

too few in others, and this will be corrected.   

 

Middle School. Courses are added or dropped through the office of the counselor. 

 

High School. For each semester, the last day to add or drop a general or basic course without penalty is one week (five school days) from 

the beginning of the semester. The last day to drop a meritorious course without penalty in the day following the release of the first 3- 

week course progress report of each semester. A student who drops a course after the first five days of enrollment in a course may receive 

a grade of "F" in the course for that semester. The principal must approve any exception to this policy. 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL  
 

Bandera ISD does not offer summer school in certain courses and under certain circumstances.  Students interested in summer school 

should consult with the counselor or the principal. Permission to enroll in summer school must be obtained in writing from the counselor 

and principal. See the counselor for details. Students who do not meet promotion standards for the next school year will be required to 

attend summer school. Special circumstances can be addressed with the campus administrator or designee. 
 

SURVEYS 
 

A parent or guardian has the right to receive notice and opt your child out of participating in: 

1. Any survey concerning the private information as listed: 

 Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the studentôs parent. 

 Mental or psychological problems of the student or the studentôs family. 

 Sexual behavior or attitudes 

 Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior 

 Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family relationship 

 Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers, physicians, and ministers  

 Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents 

 Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine the studentôs eligibility to par-

ticipate in a special program or to receive financial assistance under such a program 

2. School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information gathered from your child for the purpose of 

marketing or selling that information. 

3. Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a condition of attendance, administered and sche-

duled by the school in advance and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student. Exceptions are hear-

ing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under state law. 

 

SUSPENSION 
 

It is the sole responsibility of the student to make arrangements for make-up work. Any student who is suspended will not be allowed to 

participate in school related or school sponsored extra-curricular and non-curricular activities thru the duration of the suspension. 

 

 

TARDIES 
 

A student (elementary and secondary) who reports to a class after the tardy bell has rung is tardy. Upon the second tardy (total for all 

classes), a high school or middle school student will be assigned to detention hall. In the elementary schools, excessive tardies will be 

reviewed and ruled on by the administrator and or attendance committee.  In the high school, the third tardy will cause a student to be 
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assigned to Saturday School. On the fourth tardy and above, students in the secondary schools will be assigned to In School Suspension.  

Failure to attend detention hall may result in more severe disciplinary action.  A student must report to the office for any tardy to get an 

admit slip.  Each campus has its own set of tardy procedures.  Please refer to the appropriate campus for their specific procedures. 

 

TESTING 
 

Benchmark Testing. Benchmark testing is a requirement of BISD. Students receiving special education services may possibly take one 

of the alternative assessments listed in the following table as determined by the ARD committee. 

 

TAKS and Alternate Assessments. Students in grades 3-11 will take the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).  Students 

receiving special education services who have been exempted from TAKS testing will take one of the alternative assessments listed in the 

following table.  Determination as to which assessment to be administered will be determined the special education studentôs ARD 

Committee. 

 

Domain 

Tested 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Grade 

7 

Grade 

8 

Grade 

9 

Grade 

10 

Grade 

11 

Reading 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

Math 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

Writing 

 TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

  TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

    

English/ 

Language 

Arts 

       TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

Science 

  TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

  TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

 TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

Social 

Studies 

     TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

 TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

TAKS 

(or) 

TAKS-a 

TAKS-m 

TAKS-alt 

 

 

TELPAS. All limited English proficient students in grades 2-12 will take the state-mandated Texas English Language Proficiency As-

sessment System (TELPAS) in the spring. 

 

TPRI . Students in Kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 will take the state-developed Texas Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI) a minimum 

of two times during the year. 

 

College Entrance Exams. All high school students are encouraged to take either the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or the American 

College Tests (ACT), or both, during their junior and/or senior year.  Juniors and sophomores may take the Preliminary Scholastic Apti-

tude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualify Test (PSAT/NMSQT) and/or the Preliminary ACT.  Details on how to apply for and pre-

pare to take any of these exams may be obtained through the High School Counselor. All test results are given to parents as the school 

receives them. 
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STANDARDS, ACCOUNTABILITY AND ASSESSMENT  

 

 
 

 

 

TEXTBOOKS  
 

State-approved textbooks are provided free of charge for each subject or class; a student is required to use these books carefully. The 

student, as directed by the teacher, must cover books; a student who is issued a damaged book should report that fact to the teacher.  

Any student failing to return a book issued by the school shall lose the right to have free textbooks assigned until the book is returned or 

paid for by the parent. A student shall be given textbooks for use at school during the school day. 

 

TOBACCO POSSESSION OR USE 
 

A student shall not possess, smoke or use tobacco products on school property or at any school-related or school-sanctioned activity, on 

or off school property, as provided by law. When a student is referred for smoking or possession of tobacco products, legal authorities 

will be called and a citation will be issued to the student for a class C misdemeanor. 

 

TRANSCRIPTS OF CREDIT  
 

A graduating senior who plans to attend a college or university should request that his or her transcript be sent to that college or universi-

ty before leaving school in May. This service is provided at no cost to the student. 

 

TRANSFER STUDENTS 
 

No student shall be enrolled in Bandera ISD who is under suspension or expulsion from another school system until his or her term of 

suspension or expulsion has ended in the prior district. Any student enrolling in Bandera ISD who is assigned to an alternative education 

program in another school system must remain in the alternative education program in Bandera ISD. This policy remains effective for 

students who withdraw from the prior district before the term of suspension, expulsion, or assignment to an alternative program is over.                                                  
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TUTORIALS  

 
Parents are responsible for confirming arrangements for tutoring with the teacher. Additional information on tutorials can be obtained 

from the teacher, counselor, or the school administrator. 

 

VEHICLES ON CAMPUS  
 

Vehicles parked on school property are under the jurisdiction of the school. The school reserves the right to search any vehicle if reason-

able cause exists to do so. A student has full responsibility for the security of his or her vehicle and will make certain it is locked and that 

the keys are not given to others. A student will be held responsible for any prohibited objects or substances, such as alcohol, drugs, or 

weapons that are found in his or her car and will be subject to disciplinary action by the District as well as referral for criminal prosecu-

tion. Searches of vehicles may be conducted at any time there is reasonable cause to do so, with or without the presence of the student. 

All vehicles should carry liability insurance and all drivers should be licensed. A student must register vehicles that he or she may bring 

to school in order to identify the driver in case of emergency. The office will issue a parking permit and it must be displayed as directed. 

The school parking lots are off limits to all students during the school day. The school day means from the time a student arrives on cam-

pus until he or she is scheduled to leave for the day. Motor vehicles may not be moved during the school day without permission of the 

principal. At the High School, the southwest parking lot is reserved for faculty and may not be used by students {except at designated 

times or events}.  Middle School students are not allowed to drive a motor vehicle to school or school related activities. 

 

VIDEO CAMERAS  
 

For safety purposes, video/audio equipment may be used to monitor student behavior, including on buses and in common areas 

on campus. Students will not be told when the equipment is being used. The Principal will review the video/audio recording rou-

tinely and document student misconduct. Discipline will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS  
 

Parents and other visitors are welcome to visit District schools.  All visitors must first report to the principal's office. Visits to individual 

classrooms during instructional time are permitted only with the principal's approval, and such visits are not permitted if their duration or 

frequency interferes with the delivery of instruction or disrupts the normal school environment. Visitors or volunteers that spend time 

working with students or chaperoning field trips will be asked to fill out a background form in the principalôs office first. A student ex-

pelled, suspended, on holiday, or absent from his/ her own school may not visit Bandera schools. The principal may request identification 

from any person on school property and may ask any person not having legitimate business to leave. The Sheriff's office will be notified 

if the request to leave the campus is not acknowledged.  

 

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL  
 

When it becomes necessary for a student to move outside Bandera ISD, the school should receive prior notice. To properly process 

grades, papers, etc., the school should be notified at least three days before the student intends to leave. After notifying the counselor and 

the appropriate teacher(s) three days in advance, the student should obtain a withdrawal form from the principal's office at the start of the 

last day and return it to the principal's office at the end of the day. A student under 18 may be withdrawn from school only by a par-

ent/guardian. A student who is 18 or older, who is married, or who has been declared by a court to be an emancipated minor, may with-

draw without parental signature. The campus administrator will attempt to contact the parent or guardian about the 18-year-old studentôs 

intention to withdraw. 
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APPENDIX I : 

 

Bandera ISD 2010-2011 Student Code of Conduct 
 

 

The Student Code of Conduct for Bandera Independent School District: 

 

1. promotes behavior that projects a positive environment for learning for all students; 

2. outlines behavior that is expected of all students; 

3. defines specific examples of student behavior; 

4. clearly defines consequences that may be imposed for all student behavior; 

5. provides for administratorsô consistency in dealing with student discipline; 

6. describes the responsibilities and rights of each member of the school community in bringing about and maintaining good 

discipline throughout the District; and 

7. communicates the policies of the Board of Trustees pertaining to appropriate and acceptable student behavior. 

 

The Student Code of Conduct (SCC) is enforced from the time the student enters a school bus or steps on the school campus or when a 

student attends any school-sponsored or school-related activities.  In addition, pursuant to State law, the SCC includes disciplinary con-

sequences for certain conduct and behaviors that occur off-campus and not at any school-sponsored or school-relate activities. 

 

This Student Code of Conduct is approved by the Board of Trustees of the District; any change or amendment to it must also be approved 

by the Board. 

 

If there is a conflict between the SCC and the Student Handbook, the terms of the SCC will prevail.  If there is a conflict between the 

SCC and District policy, the more recently adopted provision will prevail.  References to the Texas Penal Code made in this SCC are to 

define offenses only; in order to be punished under the SCC, it is not necessary for the student to be charged or convicted under the Texas 

Penal Code or the Texas Family Code. 

 

Revisions to the Student Code of Conduct during the school year shall, in accordance with Board policy FO (Local), be communicated 

promptly to students, parents, teachers and administrators, and shall also be posted on the campuses of the District. Additionally, the 

Code will be posted on the districtôs web site. 

 

STATEMENT OF NON -DISCRIMINATION  
 

Bandera Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex or disability in pro-

viding education services.  The Superintendent of Bandera ISD has been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination 

requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, and to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination 

requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1972. 

 

Bandera ISD does not discriminate on the basis of disability by denying access to the benefits of District services, programs, or activities.  

To request information about applicability of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), interested persons should contact the 

Superintendent. 

 

STATEMENT CONCERNING EXTRA -CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 

Any student who represents the District by participating in extracurricular activities, is the recipient of any school or District award or 

honor, or is a member or participant in any school or District sponsored club or organization, may be suspended from membership and/or 

any and all participation in the activity, club or organization, and may have the award or honor withdrawn, if the student is found to have 

violated laws related to hazing, alcohol, drugs (including marijuana) and/or controlled substances, volatile chemicals, and abusable glue 

and aerosol paint, regardless of whether such violation occurs on school property or at school-sponsored or school related events, and 

regardless of whether such violation occurs during the school year.  These consequences affect all extracurricular activities and participa-

tion in all activities of the organization or club, regardless of whether such activities occur during the school year.  The consequences are 

incorporated in and are in addition to any other consequences set out in the Student Conduct of Conduct, or any other code of conduct for 

students involved in such extracurricular activities, awards, honors, clubs, and/or organizations.  These consequences will be determined 

by appropriate school officials on a case-by-case basis. 

 

CONTENT OF APPROVED PROGRAM  
 

District Level Involvement. Representatives from the District Committee were involved in developing and reviewing the Districtôs Stu-

dent Code of Conduct (SCC). 
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Campus Discipline Person. The campus discipline person(s) on each campus shall be the administrator(s) assigned to each campus.  The  

duties of each Campus Discipline person shall include the authority to: 

 

1. assess and implement the campus discipline management program; 

2. remove a student from campus for emergency reasons; and 

3. remove a student to disciplinary alternative education programs. 

 

The Superintendent or the Superintendentôs designee is authorized to expel students. 

 

Philosophy of Student Behavior and Discipline. The philosophy of Bandera ISD is that the Districtôs primary focus is ñwhat is best for 

our students.ò  The District believes that each teacher is the most influential force in the education process.  Effective teacher and student 

relationships are important for maintaining a proper classroom learning environment.  Discipline is one of the factors that help students to 

mature, to achieve, and to become productive members of society. 

 

The Superintendent of Schools, the chief executive officer of the Board of Trustees, is delegated the responsibility of enforcing Board 

policy, local and state laws and school policies, rules and regulations concerning student behavior and discipline.  The District adminis-

trative staff assists the Superintendent in this endeavor. 

 

The principal for each campus is delegated the responsibility of establishing and maintaining the appropriate climate for successful learn-

ing.  To successfully maintain a positive school climate, the principal, assistant principal, and faculty must develop and enforce effective 

discipline procedures.  The entire campus staff is responsible for communicating with students and parents about their roles in appropri-

ate student behavior. 

 

In addition to utilizing the discipline management techniques and the various sanction options set out in this Student Code of Conduct for 

managing the conduct of students and disciplining them for violations of the SCC, the District intends to provide character education 

programs that will be supported by the campus counselors and seek to prevent disciplinary issues from arising. These character education 

programs will be modified to meet the needs and capabilities of the various ages of the students involved in the programs, and will in-

clude training geared toward preventing and dealing with bullying and harassment.  

 

Please Note: Students enrolled in a special education program under Subchapter A, Chapter 29 of the Texas Education Code may not be 

disciplined for bullying, harassment or making hit lists until an Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) Committee meeting has been 

held to review the conduct. (Please see the DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY section of this Student Code of Conduct for the defi-

nitions of ñbullyingò, ñharassmentò and ñhit listò.)ò 

 

Student Responsibilities and District Expectations. All students are entitled to enjoy the basic rights of citizenship recognized and 

protected by law for persons of their age and maturity.  District schools shall foster a climate of mutual respect for the rights of others.  

Each student is expected to respect the rights and privileges of other students, teachers, and District staff.  Students shall exercise their 

rights responsibly, in compliance with rules established for the orderly conduct of the Districtôs educational mission.   

 

The Districtôs rules of conduct and discipline are established to achieve and maintain order in the school.  Students who violate the rights 

of others or who violate District or school rules shall be subject to disciplinary measures designed to correct the misconduct and to pro-

mote the development of responsible student citizenship within the school community. 

 

Withdrawal from school after a student has been accused of or charged with a violation of the Student Code of Conduct will not prevent 

the District from investigating the alleged violation and, if it is determined that a violation did occur, assessing the appropriate discipli-

nary consequence and enforcing that consequence should the student re-enroll in the District. 

 

Student Responsibilities for Achieving a Positive Learning Environment on Campus or at School-related Activities 

 

Students are expected to: 

 

1. develop self discipline by: 

 attending all classes daily and arriving on time; 

 working independently with peers; 

 using appropriate language at all times; 

 maintaining good grooming habits with proper dress; 

 exhibiting proper respect toward others; and 

 always preparing for class by having all appropriate materials and assignments. 

 

2. assume responsibility for oneôs actions by: 

 keeping parents informed of materials needed and of school activities, and providing them with all communications 

sent home; 

 making appropriate decisions regardless of peer pressure; 

 refraining from violations of the code of student conduct; 
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 obeying all school rules, including safety rules; 

 seeking changes in school policies and regulations in an orderly and responsible manner, through appropriate 

channels; and 

 cooperating with staff in the investigation of disciplinary cases, and volunteering information when the student has 

knowledge relating to an offense. 

 

3. maintain a positive attitude by: 

 being proud of personal accomplishments; 

 being proud of school and community accomplishments; and 

 setting and striving to attain high academic goals. 

 

4. show respect for others by: 

 allowing peers to concentrate on assigned work; 

 helping to resolve differences in appropriate ways; 

 respecting the opinions and ideas of others;  

 respecting the property of others; and 

 refraining from engaging in acts of bullying or harassment, and refraining from making a ñhit list.ò 

 

5. show respect for school staff by: 

 being cooperative and attentive, and 

 being polite and practicing good manners. 

 

6. be a leader by maintaining a positive learning environment by: 

 helping keep campuses clean; 

 keeping campuses free from destruction (vandalism, graffiti, etc.); and 

 helping to maintain the campus as a safe place.  

 

Please take note: nearly every year there is an incident involving a student whose vehicle is found to contain some prohibited item, and 

the student claims that he or she had no knowledge it was in the vehicle. Students are held responsible for making sure that whatever 

vehicle they drive to and park on any school property does not contain any prohibited items.  Therefore, it is important that the vehicle be 

checked by the student before the student comes onto school property. 

 

Responsibilities of Parents. Throughout this Student Code of Conduct, the term ñparentò or ñparentsò includes single parent, legal guar-

dian or person having lawful control of the student. 

 

Parents have the responsibility to: 

 

1. ensure that their child complies with District, local, state and school policies, rules, and regulations; 

2. make every effort to provide for the physical needs of the child, who should be well-groomed and dressed appropriately at 

school and school-related activities; 

3. be sure their child attends school regularly, and promptly report and explain absences and tardies to the school; 

4. encourage and lead the child to develop proper study habits at home; 

5. attend parent training workshops for home reinforcement of study skills and specific curriculum objectives; 

6. keep informed of school policies and academic requirements of school programs; 

7. participate in school-related organizations; 

8. discuss report cards and school assignments with their child, and be an active participant in parent-teacher conferences to 

discuss their childôs school progress and welfare; 

9. bring to the attention of school authorities any learning problem or condition that may relate to their childôs education; 

10. maintain at the school up-to-date home, work, and emergency telephone numbers and other pertinent information; 

11. cooperate with school administrators and teachers; 

12. submit a signed statement that they understand and consent to the responsibilities outlined in this SCC and the applicable 

campus discipline management programs; 

13. control their child.  (Under Texas Family Code Section 41.001, a studentôs parent is legally liable for certain types of property 

damage); 

14. teach their child respect for authority and to cooperate with teachers, school administrators and staff; and 

15. co-operate with the campus staff in assisting their child to grow in the areas of self-discipline, maturity, and individual 

responsibility. 

 

Responsibilities of Teachers. Teachers have the responsibility to: 

 

1. teach to the standards of performance required by the District; 

2. use discipline management techniques developed in the Districtôs discipline management plan; 

3. ensure good student discipline by maintaining an orderly classroom, conducive to learning; 

4. be a good role model by projecting respect toward students, parents, and other school personnel; 
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5. maintain regular attendance and be on time; 

6. be prepared to perform their teaching duties with appropriate preparation, assignments, and resource materials; 

7. comply with District and school policies, rules, regulations and directives; 

8. establish rapport and an effective working relationship with parents, students, and other staff members; 

9. teach students to strive toward self-discipline; and 

10. encourage good work habits that will lead to accomplishment of personal goals. 

 

Responsibilities of Administrators. Administrators have the responsibility to: 

 

1. establish and maintain a climate for learning which is conducive to good teacher performance and maximum student growth; 

2. respond to discipline problems referred to them by teachers; 

3. provide and help to implement a flexible curriculum within the limits provided by the District and state to meet the need of 

every student; 

4. promote effective training and discipline of all students; 

5. encourage parent communication with the school, including required teacher-parent conferences; 

6. work and promote a cooperative working relationship among staff and students; 

7. provide appropriate assistance to students in learning mature self-discipline; 

8. assume responsibility and instructional leadership for discipline and for evaluation of the discipline management plan; 

9. manage personal and physical resources in a manner that supports the overall goals of the educational program; and 

10. serve as appropriate role models for the students on their campuses in accordance with the standards of the profession. 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences. One or more conferences shall be held during each school year between a teacher/administrator and the 

parents of a student if the student is not maintaining passing grades or achieving the expected level of performance, or if the student 

presents some other problem to the teacher, or in any other case the teacher considers necessary. 

 

Scholastic Penalties. A student suspended from his regular class will receive an excused absence if the student satisfactorily completes 

the assignments for the period of suspension within a time designated by the teacher.  A grade adjustment, made according to Board poli-

cy, shall be imposed on work made up for a period of suspension. 

 

Pending an appeal of an expulsion to the Board, students will be allowed to remain current on all course work. However, if the appeal is 

denied, the student will not receive credit for work missed during expulsion.  Disabled students will receive educational services during 

expulsion as determined by the Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee. 

 

Finality and Length of Disciplinary Placements. To the extent a student is permitted under District policy to appeal to the Board of 

Trustees or the Boardôs designee a decision made by the Principal or other appropriate administrator (other than expulsion decisions), the 

decision of the Board or the Boardôs designee is final and may not be appealed.  With the exception of certain placements involving Title 

5 felony offenses (see the Definitions section), the period of any placement may not exceed one (1) year unless, after review by the Su-

perintendent or the Superintendentôs designee, the District, through the Superintendent or Superintendentôs designee, determines that 

either the student is a threat to the safety of other students or District employees, or extended placement is in the best interest of the stu-

dent. Disciplinary consequences imposed upon a student will NOT be deferred or held in abeyance pending any appeal of or grievance 

concerning the discipline imposed. 

 

Withdrawals Do Not Prevent Disciplinary Consequences. Withdrawal from school after a student has been accused of or charged with 

a violation of the Student Code of Conduct will not prevent the District from investigating the alleged violation and, if it is determined 

that a violation did occur, assessing the appropriate disciplinary consequence, including expulsion or placement into a Disciplinary Alter-

native Education Program (DAEP), issuing the appropriate disciplinary order and enforcing the disciplinary consequence imposed should 

the student re-enroll in the District.  If the student re-enrolls in the District during the same or subsequent school year, the District may 

enforce the disciplinary consequence at that time, less any period of the placement or expulsion that has been served by the student dur-

ing enrollment in another district. 

 

Students Enrolling from Other Districts. If a student has been assigned to a DAEP in another Texas school district or Texas open-

enrollment charter school at the time the student enrolls in the District as a resident, that student will be placed directly into the Districtôs 

DAEP for the amount of successful days remaining in the other schoolôs placement assignment.  If a student enrolling in the District as a 

resident was placed in a DAEP or its equivalent by a school district in another state for behavior that is also a reason for DAEP placement 

in the District, and if the out-of-state district provides to this District a copy of the placement order, that student will be placed directly 

into this Districtôs DAEP.  If the out-of-state placement exceeds one year, this District will, as required by state law, reduce the period of 

the placement so that the total placement does not exceed one year unless, after a review by the Superintendent or the Superintendentôs 

designee, the District determines that the student is a threat to the safety of other students or employees, or that an extended placement is 

in the best interest of the student. 

 

If a student enrolling in the District as a resident was expelled by another District or an open-enrollment charter school in Texas, this 

District will continue the expulsion under the terms of the expulsion order issued by the other district or school.  If a student enrolling in 

the District as a resident was expelled by a district in another state for a reason that is also a reason for expulsion in this District, and if 

the out-of-state district provides to this District a copy of the expulsion order, this District will continue the expulsion under the terms of 

the out-of-state expulsion order.  If the out-of-state expulsion exceeds one year, this District will, as required by state law, reduce the 
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period of the expulsion so that the total of the expulsion does not exceed one year unless, after a review by the Superintendent or the 

Superintendentôs designee, the District determines that the student is a threat to the safety of other students or employees, or that an ex-

tended placement is in the best interest of the student. 

 

Impact of Additional Misconduct. If, during the term of a DAEP placement or an expulsion, the student engages in additional conduct 

for which DAEP placement or expulsion is required or permitted, additional proceedings may be conducted, and additional disciplinary 

orders entered as a result of those proceedings. 

 

Placement Notices. The next school day following suspending, removing to a DAEP or expelling a student, the parent or guardian of the 

student will be sent a written notice of that disciplinary consequence.  If the length of the disciplinary consequence is inconsistent with 

the guidelines set out in this Student Code of Conduct, the placement or expulsion order will give notice of the inconsistency. (The fail-

ure to send the notice within the time period noted above will not preclude disciplining a student involved in a violation of the Student 

Code of Conduct.) 

 

Additional Possible Placement for Students Who Engage in Sexual Assaults. Under Sections 25.0341 and 37.0051 of the Texas Edu-

cation Code, when the victim of the crime is another student, a student who has been convicted of continual sexual abuse of a child or 

children under Section 21.02 of the Texas Penal Code, or has been convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for the offense of 

sexual assault under Sec. 22.011 of the Texas Penal Code, or aggravated sexual assault under Sec. 22.021 of the Texas Penal Code, or has 

been adjudicated under the Texas Family Code as having engaged in conduct described in the above-referenced provisions of the Texas 

Penal Code, or whose prosecution for engaging in the conduct described in those provisions has been deferred, or who has been placed 

on probation under the Texas Family Code for engaging in conduct described in those provisions, and who has been returned to class, 

shall, at the request of the victim of the conduct who does not wish to be transferred to another campus or district, be transferred to a 

District campus other than the campus to which the student who is the victim of the conduct is assigned.  If there is only one campus in 

the District serving the grade level in which the student who engaged in the conduct is enrolled, then the student subject to this provision 

of the SCC shall be removed from class and placed into the Districtôs DAEP. Any time limitation otherwise applicable to DAEP place-

ments by either state law or this Student Code of Conduct is NOT applicable to a DAEP placement under this provision of the Student 

Code of Conduct. 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

The purpose of the Student Code of Conduct (SCC) is to communicate the expectations of the Bandera ISD Board, administration and 

staff regarding student conduct.  All students are entitled to enjoy the basic rights of citizenship recognized and protected by law for per-

sons of their age and maturity.  It is the belief of this school District that the rights of students can be protected only as long as an atmos-

phere of organization and of cooperation exists in the classroom and at school-related functions.  Students are expected to respect the 

rights and privileges of other students, teachers, and District staff.   

 

This document contains the Districtôs rules of conduct in an effort to fully inform students and parents of the expectations of the District.  

Students who violate or attempt to violate the rights of others or who violate District or school rules will be subject to appropriate beha-

vioral management techniques for each violation as outlined in this Code of Conduct.  In addition, a student who knowingly assists, aids 

or helps another student to commit a violation of District or school rules will also be subject to appropriate disciplinary measures, up to 

and including placement into a Disciplinary Alternative Education Program.  Parents will be notified of every violation of this code of 

conduct.  The Student Code of Conduct promotes adherence by all students to their responsibilities as citizens in the school. 

 

General Information. The responsibility for maintaining a safe and positive school environment, which maximizes the learning process 

and minimizes distraction, falls mainly upon the campus principals and/or their designated representatives, sometimes referred to as 

Campus Discipline Person(s).  When disruptions do occur, the campus administrators are authorized to take the necessary steps to take 

care of any problems that may occur and implement corrective measures.  The methods or techniques used to discipline students should 

reflect the Districtôs philosophy, which is ñalways doing what is best for the our students.ò  This requires taking into account the impact 

of the particular act of misconduct, the need to protect other students and the need to deter other students from engaging in similar acts of 

misconduct. 

 

When rules, regulations, and policies are violated, the student engaging in the violation will be subject to various forms of discipline 

management.  It is the intent of the District that the appropriate discipline management technique(s) be used with each student that vi-

olates stated rules, regulations, and policies. 

 

Jurisdiction. A student whose behavior shows disrespect for others, including interference with learning and a safe environment, will be 

subject to disciplinary action. 

 

School rules and the authority of the District to administer discipline apply whenever the interests of the District are involved, whether on 

or off school grounds, whether in conjunction with or independent of classes and school-sponsored or school-related activities. 

 

The District has disciplinary authority over a student: 

 

1. During the regular school day and while the student is going to and from school on District transportation, including while at 

school bus stops; 



 

Bandera ISD 2010-2011 Student Handbook (48) 
 

2. While the student is participating in any activity during the school day on school grounds; 

3. Within 300 feet of school property, as measured from any point on the schoolôs real property boundary line; 

4. While the student is in attendance at any school-sponsored or school-related activity, regardless of time or location; 

5. For any school-related misconduct, regardless of time or location; 

6. When retaliation against a school employee occurs or is threatened, regardless of time or location; 

7. When the student commits a felony, as provided by Texas Education Code 37.006; 

8. When criminal mischief is committed on or off school property or at a school-related or school-sponsored event; 

9. During lunch periods in which a student is allowed to leave campus.   

 

The District has the right to search a vehicle driven to a school by a student and parked on school property whenever there is reasonable 

cause to believe it contains articles or materials prohibited by the District. 

 

The District has the right to search a studentôs locker or desk whenever there is reasonable cause to believe that it contains articles or 

materials prohibited by the District. 

 

Pursuant to Board Policy FNF (Local), the District may use specially trained non-aggressive dogs to sniff out and alert school officials to 

the presence of concealed prohibited items, illicit drugs and substances and alcohol.  Parents and students are hereby put on notice that: 

 

1. Lockers may be sniffed by trained dogs at any time; 

2. Vehicles parked on school property may be sniffed by trained dogs at any time; 

3. Classrooms and other common areas may be sniffed by trained dogs at any time when students are not present; and 

4. If any contraband of any kind is found, the possessing student shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action in accordance 

with the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

Note to Transfer Students. The District has the right to revoke the transfer of a non-resident (replace-transfer) student for violating the 

Districtôs Student Code of Conduct. 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSING DISCIPLINE PENALTIES  
 

When imposing discipline, District personnel shall adhere to the following general guidelines: 

 

1. Discipline shall be administered when necessary to protect students, school employees, or property and to maintain essential 

order and discipline. 

2. Students shall be treated fairly and equitably.  Discipline shall be based on a careful assessment of the circumstances of each 

case.  Factors that will be taken into account include the following: 

 the seriousness of the offense; 

 the studentôs age; 

 the frequency of misconduct; 

 the studentôs attitude;  

 the actual as well as the potential effect of the misconduct on the school environment;  

 the studentôs disciplinary history; and (when applicable) 

 whether the student acted in self-defense.  (Self-defense occurs when the person who is not the aggressor in an 

encounter uses the minimum force required to remove himself or herself from immediate danger of harm.  Actions 

that escalate or continue the encounter will not be considered self-defense. In addition, depending upon all of the 

relevant circumstances, a student who acts in self-defense may still be subjected to an appropriate disciplinary 

consequence.) 

 

Except for those provisions of the Student Code of Conduct that specifically contain an element of intent within the description of the 

conduct that is prohibited, the District will not consider the studentôs intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduct 

to determine whether a violation of the Student Code of Conduct occurred.  However, it will take into account the studentôs motivation 

and level of awareness in determining an appropriate consequence for the violation. The District will not consider as one of the discipli-

nary factors whether the student suffers from a disability that substantially impairs the studentôs capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness 

of the studentôs conduct, except in accordance with and to the extent required to do so under state or federal laws and regulations involv-

ing students with disabilities. 

 

3. Generally, the duration of disciplinary placements will adhere to the following guidelines: 

 In-School Suspension (ISS): One (1) period/hour minimum to a maximum of ten (10) school days. 

 Out-of-School Suspension (OSS): One (1) day minimum to a maximum of 3 school days. 

 Mandatory DAEP Placements: Minimum of 30 successful school days to a maximum of 180 successful school days. 

 Discretionary DAEP Placements: Minimum of 15 successful school days to a maximum of 120 successful school 

days. 

 Mandatory Expulsions: Minimum of 90 calendar days to a maximum of 365 calendar days. 

 Discretionary Expulsions: Minimum of 45 calendar days to a maximum of 220 calendar days. 

 




